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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (DEvELop- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 
INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 








of Trade Journal’’ dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 10, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, to which 
address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Beard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 10, Basinghall Street, 
Londen, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names.of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 








OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shovld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
ane TY and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

onden, E.C. 2. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
Kuropean references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K,. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 

the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation is 
ESSENTIAL. 
A system of co-operation between the Department f 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and Britis 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
FURTHER RELAXATIONS. 


The President of the Board of Trade, after duly con- 
sidering the recommendations of the Consultative Coun- 
cil on Imports, has given the following further direc- 
tions in regard to the Prohibitions of Import :— 

The restrictions on the importation of the following 
articles are to be removed :-— 


144. Photographic apparatus as follows :— 
Ferrotype plates. 
Camera shutters. 
Positive papers. 
Cinematograph cameras. 
145. Boxboards cut to length for packing cases for foodstufts, 
except those packed in tins and bottles. 
146. Motor car jacks and track jacks. 
147. Files. 
148. Bronze castings (machine or phosphor bronze). 
149. Foundry flasks. 
150. Springs for the upholstery trade. 
151. Wire hooks for hats and coats. 
152. Collapsible tubes, tin or lead, for medicinal and other 
purposes. 
53. Combination moulds and ladles. 
. Friction clutches. 
5. Piercers, punches, and round-hole perforators. 


4 
5) 
6. Adjustable pipe tongs. 
‘ 
8 











. Flexible metallic tubing. 

. Food choppers or mincing machines (hand driven). 

159. Bread-inaking machines (hand driven). 

160. Bread and meat-slicing machines (hand driven). 

161. Enamelled hollow-ware. 

162. Steel ferrules. 

163. Plaiting of all descriptions, including Sparteric, but 
excluding Visea plait, as from 3lst May, 1919. 

164. Unglazed spectacle ware of all kinds. 

165. Straw envelopes. 

166. Watches of all kinds and parts thereof. 

i67. Time recorder parts. 

168. Rubber manufactures other than tyres, boots and shoes. 
and stationery articles. 

169. Typewriters and parts thereof. 

170. Soap and soap stock. 

171. Licences should be freely given for all medicinal bulbs 

and herbs, and for hyacinths, early single and 

double tulips, crocus, Spanish iris, gladioli, chiono- 

doxa and scilla Siberica, and all other bulbs. Plants 

and trees should remain prohibited. 


To BE LICENSED EXCEPTIONALLY. 


The importation of the following articles is to be 
licensed only exceptionally as and when required: 
172. Cameras fitted with lenses. 

173. Portable shop cranes, electric hoists and steel pulley 
blocks, except Yale triplex pulley blocks and Yale 
triplex electric hoists, which are to be rationed to 
regular pre-war importers at the rate of 100 per 
cent. of 1913 importations. 

174. All types of jacks, except motor car jacks and track 
jacks. 

175. Crowbars, pinch bars or hand wagon movers. 

176. Lead wool. 

177. Front studs for horse shoes. 

178. Spring cotters. 

179. Wire fence stretchers and strainers. 

180. Steel barrows. 

181. Drawing pins 

188. Steel tanks. 

183. Trolleys and trucks for warehouse and wharf. 

184. Shaft bearings, shaft bearing boxes, blocks for shaft- 
ing, shaft collars, shaft couplings, shaft hangers. 

: shaft hanger frames. 

185. Tron and steel pulleys, except pressed steel pulleys, of 
which 200 tons (actual net weight) are to he 
admitted until Ist September, 1919. 

186. Fan blowers and forges. 

187. Metal baths and fittings thereot. 

188. Flat or laundry irons. 

189. Cast-iron pipe fittings and cast-iron pipes, rainwater 
pipes and soil guttering pipes, in so far as ut 
present prohibited. 

190. Aluminium hollow-ware. 

191. Tron and steel welded tubes up to 2 inches in diameter. 


Imports To BE Restrierep. 
The importation of the following articles is to be 
restricted as shown :-— 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





192. Photographic apparatus (except that mentioned under 
No. 144) is to be admitted at the rate of 33} per 
cent. of 1913 importations in _ proportionate 
quarterly amounts. 

193. A ration of 75 per cent. of 1913 importations of cu; 
box boards is to be granted for the packing of 
edible goods in tins and bottles, and all other com. 
modities in proportionate quarterly amounts. 

194. Picture frame mouldings are to be admitted at the 
rate of 100 per cent. of 1916 importations in pro- 
portionate quarterly amounts. 

196. Rubber tyres are to be admitted at the rate of 50 per 
cent. of 1913 importations. 

197. Rubber boots and shoes are to be admitted at the 
rate of 50 per cent. of 1913 importations. 

198. Sewing machines (domestic hand and treadle), and 
parts thereof are to be admitted at the rate of 75 
per cent. of 1913 importations. 

199. Zine oxide is to be admitted up to 50 per cent. of 1913 
importations. This isan amendment of the decision 
already published. 

200. All upper leather which can be shown by the importers 
to have been purchased before 8th April, 1919, 4s 
to be admitted forthwith. All other upper leather 
is to he admitted after 15th June. 

In accordance with the above general licences haye 
been issued for the articles mentioned in items 144 to 
171 except in the case of Watches and Parts thereof 
made of silver or base metal, for which general licences 
were already in operation, and also excepting No. 145. 

Applications for special licences should be made ag 
usual to the Department of Import Restrictions, 22. 
Carlisle Place, London, S.W.1. 

EXTENSION OF GENERAL LICENCES. 

With reference to the announcement in_ the 
‘ Journal ”’ of 23rd January, respecting the availability 
till Ist July of certain general licences, the Board of 
Trade now announce that the following general 
licences have been extended till 1st September :— 

Aerated mineral and table waters (unsweetened), 
almonds, apples, bananas, bladders, casings and sausage 
skins, cassia lignia, cocoa (raw), coffee, fruit, canned 
bottled and preserved: gum copal, gum kauri, hides, 
wet and dry, horns and hoofs, ivory (vegetable), nuts 
used as fruit, onions, pimento, rum, sugar cane, tobacco, 


and wood flour. 


GENERAL LICENCES FOR LEATHER 
STIFFENERS. 


Since the last issues of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal’’ the following general licence has_ been 
issued (in addition to those referred to in the notice of 
Import Relaxations above) :— 

Leather boot and shoe stiffeners. 











IMPORTS OF DYESTUFFS. 


LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE. 


The Board of Trade desire to give notice that, in 
accordance with the procedure laid down in the White 
Paper (No. Cd 9194) setting out the scheme for afford- 
ing State Assistance to the Dye Industry, the Trade and 
Licensing Committee have nominated the following 
gentlemen as the Ticensing Sub-Committee to deal 
with all questions relating to the administration of the 
Prohibition of Import (No. 29) Proclamation, 1919, pro- 





hibiting the import of dyestuffs, ete., into the United 


Kingdom, viz. :— 
Mr. W. FE. Kay (Calico Printers’ Association, Ltd.). 
Dr. A. Ree (Association of British Chemical Manu- 
facturers). 
Mr. J. Turner (British Dyes, Ltd.). 
Mr. Thorp Whitaker (Bradford Dyers’ Association, 
Ltd.). 


The Chairman of the Trade and Licensing Committee 


(Lord Colwyn) is also the Chairman of the Licensing 
Sub-Committee. 


The offices of the Licensing Sub-Committee are at 


Danlee Buildings, 53, Spring Gardens, Manchester. and 
any communications should be addressed to the Secre- 


tary (Mr. W. Graham) at that address. 
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IMPORTATION OF PICTURE POSTCARDS. 
The importation of picture postcards, which has 
hitherto been dealt with by the Department of Import 
Restrictions, will henceforth be dealt with by the De- 
artment of the Controller of Paper (Board of Trade), 


33, Buckingham Gate, S.W.1, to whom applications for 


jeences Should in future be sent. 
MOTOR SPIRIT. 
END OF LICENCE SYSTEM. 

On and after Saturday, 17th May, motor spirit may 
be bought without the production of a motor spirit 
licence. = 

Any holder of a full-duty or half-duty motor spirit 
licence Who has not been supplied with the total amount 
{motor spirit authorised to be supplied by his licence 
may apply to the Petrol Control Department for an 
appropriate repayment of duty. The application must 
be accompanied by the licence in respect of which repay- 
ment is claimed. Repayment will not be made in 
respect of loose vouchers. 

Applications for repayment should be made as soon 
as possible after 16th May, and addressed to the Petrol 
Control Department, 19, Berkeley Street, London, W.1. 

Free-of-duty motor spirit licences need not be re- 
tuned to the Department. 





LICENCES ISSUED TO 10TH MAY. 

We give below a table showing the total number of 
licences issued by the Petrol Control Department up 
to 10th May. ‘The classes are: 1, private cars; 14, 
private cycles; 1 and 1a, private cars and cycles; 2, 
loctors’ cars; 3, hackney vehicles; 4, commercial ve- 
hicles; and 5, industrial processes. In the 7th issue, 
37,7387 licences have been issued for commercial 
vehicles (class 4). Although this table is nearly com- 
plete it does not yet represent the absolutely final stage 
in the licensing system, which comes to an end on 
Saturday. The Department are issuing a few licences 
luring the present week. 


Ist issue. 2nd issue. 3rd issue. 4th issue. 5th issue. 6th issue. 


Form 1 ......... 94,11] 84,610 70,452 59,620 63,013 $3.947 
Form la......... 95,098 48 5&0 34,462 99,152 45,189 56,509 
New Series 

1 and la 76,201 
| aaa 14,636 11,966 10.698 12,773 14,383 12,053 
Form 3 ......... 22,189 19,061 16,351 15,384 15,928 25,790 
 ! re 35,677 32,290 38,880 35,391 53,081 47,388 
Perm 5 ......... 44,303 41,375 60,104 61,258 70,51] 61,693 
TOTALS 306,014 237 ,882 230 947 213,578 242,105 373,381 











DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


EXHIBITION OF SAMPLES OF FOREIGN 
TEXTILES. 

An exhibition of between 5,000 and 6,000 Textile 
samples of foreign manufacture, collected by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, will be held in the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce Rooms from Monday, 19th May, 
to Thursday, 22nd May. ‘The samples have been re- 
velved from the following Overseas Markets :— 

South and Central America, Australia, Afriea, 
India, Siam, China, New Zealand (including 
Samoa, Tonga and Fiji), United States and Japan, 

and represent a great, variety of— 

Woollen and cotton piece goods, such as gsuit- 
ings, silks, sateens, flannels and flannelettes, 
ducks, drills, trouserings, tweeds, poplins, muslins, 
zephyrs, calicoes, canvas, prints, shirtings, towel- 
lings, quiltings, artificial silks, ribbons, em- 
broideries, trimmings, leather, cloth, ete. 

The collection also includes an interesting range of 
paper textiles and patterns. Invitations to the Exhibi- 
ion can be obtained by manufacturing and shipping 
ims from the Secretary of the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce, 61, Spring Gardens, Manchester. 


_ — 
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Special Articles. 





PORT OF SHANGHAI. 
POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS, 


In our issue of 24th April we indicated the great 
commercial possibilities of Tsing-tau, which was cap- 
tured by British and Japanese forees from Germany 
early in the war. It is a deep-water port lying in a 
fine natural harbour. It is well equipped with wharves 
and warehouses, and large steamers can lie alongside 
at all states of the tide. The railway connections 
were much improved by the Germans. These natural 
advantages of Tsing-tau are plainly apparent to those 
interested in Shanghai, and in our issue of 3rd October 
We gave some particulars of the means by which it is 
proposed to convert Shanghai into a “world harbour. ”’ 

TSING-TAU OR SHANGHAL. 

These proposed developments at Shanghai are of 
great interest. It is becoming clear that the Far 
Kastern terminus of the future trans-continental rail- 
way system, with which the European and Western 
Asian lines will be connected, must be either Shanghai 
or Tsing-tau. It is also fairly clear that the shipping 
lines from the Pacific coast of America and _ those 
passing through the Panama Canal, will tend to 
concentrate upon a principal Chinese port, and that 
this port, from geographical circumstances, will be 
either Tsing-tau or Shanghai. Therefore the trade of 
a very large part of China —a trade which may be 
expected to expand with the internal development of 
that thickly-populated country—will pass through either 
Shanghai or Tsing-tau. Tsing-tau has the natural 
advantage of a deep-water approach; Shanghai is 
tucked away up a small river, the Whangpoo, which 
is itself a tributary of the Yangtse. The South Channel 
of the Yangtse, through which steamers must pass to 
enter the Whangpoo, is barred for some thirty miles 
by the “ Fairy Flats,’’ upon which there are not more 
than 16 feet of water at low tide and 30 feet at high 
tide. A channel of not less than 35 to 40 feet at all 
states of the tide is desirable now, and will be essential 
in the near future, for a port which aspires to be a 
‘“ world harbour.’’ At present Shanghai has a bad 
approach; T’sing-tau has a very good approach. On 
the cther hand, Shanghai, by means of the Yangtse 
and its tributaries, has good access by water to a rich 
river basin which supports a population of some 180 
millions of Chinese. Tsing-tau has no water com- 
munication with the interior of China, but is dependent 
upon railways. It would, therefore, appear that if 
Shanghai can be artificially transformed into a first- 
class harbour with deep-sea approach its natural 
advantage of position at the doorway of the rich 
Yangtse Valley will outweigh the natural advantage 
of Tsing-tau as already an open deep-water harbour. 
The trade interests centred in Shanghai are so exten- 
sive, and of such great importance to.this country, 
that its position as the premier port of China will not 
be lightly relinquished. 

THe Two Factors 1N SHANGHAI'S PROBLEM. 

The scheme of development at Shanghai, to which 
reference was made in these columns on 3rd October, 
was based upon a report to the Whangpoo Conservancy 
Board by Dr. J. G. Richart and Mr. P. G. Hornell 
(representing the Hydraulic Engineering Bureau of 
Stockholm), and by Mr. H. von Heidenstam, Engi- 
neer-in-Chief to the Board. Mr. W. F. Tyler, Coast 
Inspector, Chinese Maritime Customs, at the request 
of the Board, wrote a series of comments upon the 
Report. Mr. Tyler recommended that investigations 
should be carried out into the scheme suggested in 
the Report, and the Whangpoo Conservaney Board 
is now authorised to proceed with them. The problem 
of making Shanghai into a “ world harbour ”’ is two- 
fold: First, the provision of deep-water wharves up 
to 40 feet or more, and, second, the opening up 





of a deep-water channel through the ‘“ Fairy 
Flats.’’ The first factor is subsidiary to the second. 
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There is more than one method by which deep-water 
wharves might be provided; none of these methods 
would avail unless the handicap of the ** Fairy Flats “’ 
be removed. A deep-water harbour is of little use 
without deep-water access. 
THe H&rmbENSTAM 
Shanghai stands upon the Whangpoo River, which 
after winding through the city runs down to Woosung, 
Where it joins the South Channel of the Yangtse 
estuary. In the Heidenstam Report—the principal 
author is Engineer-in-Chief to the Wangpoo Consery- 
ancy Board and a member of the Royal Swedish Corps 
of Kngineers—it was proposed, first, that the Whangpoo 
should be closed by lock gates and the whole river 
transformed into a continuous dock harbour with a 
water level corresponding to the mean water level at 
Woosung, where it joins the Yangtse. This would 
increase the available water depth of the Whangpoo 
by 7 feet and bring up the minimum depth to over 


REPORT. 


30 feet. It was claimed that the shutting out of the 
Yangtse below half-tide level would practically do 


away with silt and make dredging of the Whangpoo 
no longer necessary. This proposed transformxution 
of the Whangpoo into a dock harbour with 38 miles 
of shore would, it was claimed, give to Shanghai a 
deep-water basin with seven times the area of the 
London Docks. This startling proposal tu lock the 
whole Whangpoo instead of a more modest and obvious 
one to provide deep-water wharves at Woosung, at 
the junction of the Whangpoo and the Yangtse, has 
attracted much attention and much public opposition 
at Shanghai, and has obscured to some extent the 
main factor in Shanghai’s port problem—namely, how 
to deepen the “‘ Fairy Flats,’’ which bar access to the 
open sea. This essential problem, to which all others 
are subsidiary, was, however, exhaustively dealt with 
in the Heidenstam Report. 

DEEPENING THE ‘‘ Farry Fuats.’ 


The present route from the sea to the Whangpoo 
goes through the South Channel of the Yangtse and 
passes over the great banks thirty miles long known 
as the “‘ Fairy Flats.’’ The present depth at lowest 
low water is 16 feet, and the largest steamers which 
have passed over the shoal at high water have had 
a draught of 29 to 30 feet. The authors of the Report 
held that the depth of the channel at lowest low water 
should be at least 36 feet, thus adding not less than 
20 feet to the present minimum depth. Dredging to 
such a depth was dismissed as probably futile on 
account of the vast quantities of silt carried down by 
the Yangtse. ‘*‘ The only way,’’ they wrote, ‘‘ seems 
to be to concentrate the natural scour on that part of 
the channel where the fairway is to be.’’ After a 
discussion of the various methods the authors of the 
Report came to the conclusion that the only possible 
course was to narrow the South Channel and force its 
flow down the desired fairway. The system of ‘‘ train- 
ing ’’ necessary was described and an estimate made 
of the cost. They held it to be quite certain that the 
scheme proposed would have the desired effect, and 
expressed their views in the following passage from the 
Report :— 

Is it quite certain that the scheme proposed will have 
the desired effect? This question we answer with an 
absolute affirmative. It is true that the regulation of a 
river of the size of the Yangtse is a serious business, and 
very little experience of such tremendous problems is so far 
available in the world; but, on the other hand, far more 
tremendous engineering tasks, e.g., the Suez Canal, the 
Panama Canal, the Simplon Tunnel, etc., have heen brought 
to a successful end. Furthermore, there are no reasons to 
believe that the same methods, which with suecess have 
been applied in a minor scale in solving problems of similar 
kinds—compare, for instance, the many successful river 
regulations, not the least the Whangpoo Regulation—would 
not have the same result even if the scale be doubled or 
quadrupled. Considering, however, the great expense and 


? 


the difficulties which this scheme involve, it is certainly 
wcrth while to make an investigation as to whether or not 
the harbour proper in Shanghai can be connected with the 
sea by any other means than the route over the Fairy Flats. 
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The only solution which offers is a canal from some poi; 
of the Upper Whangpoo across the Pootung Peninsula 4 
the sea south of the Yangtse Cape. The chances for ¢}, 
success of such a project are certainly not great, at leagg », 
judged from the present available surveys of the Hangchoy 
Bay, which, however, do not appear very accurate or up ¢ 
date. Firstly, this bay in which the canal will debouch ha 
scarcely the required depth, and any attempt to increase j; 
would obviously prove futile; the future possibilties , 
increasing the water depth would therefore be mil. Secondly 
the entrance of the canal would prove a very difficy) 
problem to solve, as the canal which would have to 
dredged out to deep water through the shallow mud bank; 
along the shore would very soon be filled with silt by th 
action of the prevailing currents across it, 1f no current jy 
the direction of the canal could be counted on. This would 
be the case if the canal were closed by locks. If the cana) 
were open, tidal currents would be created. and this diff. 
culty would be eliminated. In this case, however, the mor 
serious disadvantage of the silt from the Hangchow Ba 
entering the harbow' would be introduced, and in any eae 
the question of a deep channel of approach to the harbon 
offers very serious difficulties. Taking the questions alto. 
gether, we consider the judgment is warranted that this 
scheme does not a prior? recommend itself as a_ practica| 
solution. 

Besides having these technical reasons against it, th 
canal alternative suffers from the disadvantage that ny 
benefit to shipping can be reaped before the whole schem 
is accomplished, while if a regulation of the South Chann¢ 
of the Yangtse is undertaken. the benefit will be at hand 
gradually as the work proceeds. 






































































Me. W. F. Tyier’s ComMMENTs. 


The study of the Heidenstam Report by Mr. W.F. 
Tyler, Coast Inspector to the Imperial Maritime 
Customs, is of considerable interest. He strong 
recommended that the proposals of the Report should 
be investigated and all the physical factors examined 
upon which depended the conversion of Shanghai into 
a first-class seaport. ‘‘ Whatever may be our ind: 
vidual opinion on the authors’ conclusions,’ Mr. Tyle 
writes, *‘ and whatever may be the collective view 
of those in authority on this matter, there can be no 
doubt that the Report is a most valuable contribution 
towards a solution of the problem of the future.” I 
every respect, except the cost of improving the ap- 
proach and its present meagre hinterland trade (as 
distinct from its river trade), Mr. Tyler regards Shang. 
hai as ideally situated for the purpose of ocean trade. 
He does not appear to be much taken with the idea 
of converting the Whangpoo into a wet dock, a pro- 
posal which is subsidiary to the provision of a dorep: 
water approach. 


PHYSICAL STABILITY OF SHANGHAI. 


Shanghai is situated on a smal] tidal creek opening 
into an estuary of a large river. This estuary is in 
general very unstable. But the South Channel, into 
which the Shanghai River opens, has fortunately show 
a remarkable stability in comparison with other of the 
Yangtse’s outlets to the sea. Its depth of water ani 
straight run have varied little during the past forty 
years. Both the North and South Channels lie to the 
southward of Tsungming Island in the middle of the 
estuary, and together form the south branch. North 
of the island is the North Branch. In Mr. W. f 
Tyler’s opinion the danger to Shanghai's stability as 
seaport lies in this North Branch. If the flow in this 
branch progressively increased until it became _ the 
main channel the South Channel and Shanghai would 
directly suffer. For eighteen years the North Branch 
has been continuously watched for any sigus of 3 
change detrimental to the South Channel and Shang: 
hai. None has occurred. If one did, then Shanghal 
would be compelled to take immediate action to pro 
tect itself—by blocking the North Branch. In the 
meantime the South Channel is stable, and if Shaut 
hai be converted into a first-class port any danger wiuul 
may threaten from the North Branch in the futur 
can be more readily dealt with than if Shanghai wert 
to decline to second or third rank. Mr. Tyler is 
convinced as the authors of the Heidenstam Repot 
of the necessity of making immediate investigation 
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to the suggested solutions for solving Shanghai's 
problems. Those investigations are being now carried 
aut by the Whangpoo Conservancy Board. 





PAPER INDUSTRY INQUIRY. 
INTERIM REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


The following Interim Report, dated 28th April, was 
made by the Paper Industry Inquiry Committee which 
was appointed by the President of the Board of Trade 
on Oth April last. Mr. H. A. Vernet, the Controller of 
Paper, Was the Chairman. The terms of reference 





ere — 

; To be a Committee to consider and report on the 
conditions prevailing in the Paper Industry, with 
particular reference to the restriction of manutac- 
ture in British mills owing to competition of 1m- 
ported paper and the resulting unemployment ot 
labour; and to make recommendations. 


The Committee has held 2 meetings, and has taken 
evidence from 54 witnesses. It has been furnished with re- 
turns showing the condition of orders and employment in 
paper mills, collected by the Paper Makers’ Association, the 
National Union of Printing and Wvaper Workers, the 
Amalgamated Society of Paper Makers, and the Paper 
Control Department. Summaries of the first two returns 
are attached to this report, and are marked Schedule ‘* A” 
and Schedule ‘‘B”’ respectively. The return collected by 
the Control Department is available, but it covers nearly 
the same ground as that of the Paper Makers’ Association, 
and is somewhat less complete. The Committee has de- 
voted itself to an examination of the conditions prevailing 
in the paper industry, the causes from which these condi- 
tions arise, and the views of producers and consumers as 
to the measures which should be adopted to remedy the con- 
ditions. 

Lack oF ORDERS. 

With the exception of the Newsprint Section, there is a 
great lack of orders throughout the paper-making industry. 
Unemp!oyment is considerable, and shows a_ regrettable 
tendency to increase. Numerous instances have come to 
light of mills keeping men on although machines are closed 
down. Up to the date of the Armistice, although many 
machines were out of operation, paper mills generally were 
running as full as conditions of labour and supplies of 
materials permitted, but since the Armistice or shortly 
thereafter there has been a great reduction in activity. A 
number of mills have closed, or are closing. Other mills 
are unable to employ men returning from the Colours whose 
services they had been urgently demanding; in some cases 
they have had to discharge hands employed during the 
war; in other cases, hands have heen placed on 24 hours’ 
notice, or have been kept on doing odd jobs in the hope of 
an improvement in trade which has failed to materialise. 
Returns from the National Union of Printing and Paper 
Workers report a present condition of unemployment ex- 
ceeding anything known in the industry for 20 years. 

Several causes have been advanced in explanation of the 
prevailing unfavourable situation of the industry. Certain 
witnesses have advanced the comforting opinion that pre- 
vailing conditions represent a temporary phase; they point 
out that before the war started British paper makers had 
held their own against the unrestricted competition of 
foreign countries and the Colonies, and they argue that 
mills will be able to compete successfully again when condi- 
tions become normal. The high dividends paid by certain 
paper-making companies are put forward as evidence of 
profiteering during the war, and it has been argued that the 
industry as a whole can well afford to cut its losses and 
wait for better times. Papermakers having put up prices to 
an unduly high level during the war are now merely feel- 
ing the natural re-action, and are getting no more than 
they deserve. 

THe War ConpDiTIONS. 

The answer to this line of argument is that pre-war con- 
ditions have gone, and that there is no prospect of their 
return; the high level of prices has been due to a com- 
bination of circumstances, and only to a limited degree to 
an artificial raising of prices by the makers, Cost of raw 
materials, labour and coal have been greatly increased dur- 
ing the war. For example, in August, 1914, the cost of a 
ton of sulphite wood pulp delivered at the mills in this 
country was in the neighbourhood of £8 per ton. During 
the war it has been up to £50, and many other materials 
have shown similar advances. A pre-war rate of profit upon 


turno, = caleulated upon a vastly higher cost of production, 
coup! ith a diminished output tends to give a higher 
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rate of return upon the investment. But the higher cost of 
materials and labour js not the whole story. Instances have 
been given to the Committee where consumers in their 
eagerness to obtain supplies outside of their ration have bid 
extraordinary prices in order to obtain additional quanti- 
ties. Rationed quantities have been successively reduced 
during the war, until during the past year they were down 
to one-sixth of the pre-war basis: thus the anxiety of buvers 
is comprehensible. Nevertheless, certain consumers must 
take their share of responsibility for high prices, for paper- 
makers after all are only human; and it is not sound to 
argue that, because some papermakers have made high 
profits, therefore the paper-making industry as a whole 
should be penalised in order that consumers should have 
their turn. There is imminent danger that during the pro- 
cess irreparable damage will accrue to the industry, that 
many mills will be closed down and may never be started 
again, to the lasting detriment of the industrial position 
and the national interest. 
IirrectT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

There is scarcely an industry in this country that has 
suffered more severely from restrictions during the war 
than the paper industry. Its import of raw material has 
been so reduced that all kinds of home produced waste 
material have been’ pressed into service, whether 
economically suitable or not; not only was there a serious 
shortage in supplies of paper for ordinary consumers, but 
a great new consumer arose during the war in the shape of 
a Government demand for paper for use in munitions and 
other warlike material. Many mills were adapted to the 
purpose of supplying this exceptional demand—to their 
temporary advantage; but the reaction since the Armistice 
has been correspondingly severe. Several mills formerly 
engaged on Government work now report no orders at all. 

Tue Removat oF Import RESTRICTIONS. 


Within about two months of the Armistice, offers of 
overseas paper began to appear at much lower prices than 
couid be quoted by home mills based upon the then cost of 
materials and production. Consumers on whom the restric- 
tivus pressed hardiy were eager to avail themselves of these 
increased supplies on the comparatively favourable terms 
offered. At the end of February the withdrawal of restric- 
tions was announced for April 30th, and simultaneously the 
allowable import was increased to 75 per cent. of pre-war 
tonnage. This, coupled with the announcement a fortnight 
later that imports trom intra-empire countries were to be 
free of restrictions at once, had the practical effect of plac- 
ing imports upon an unrestricted basis in regard to quan- 
tity. The demand in this country has not called for any 
such amount of imports, and reports trom mills to the Con- 
troller’s Department indicate that customers generally did 
not take up any considerable proportion of the additional | 
quantities to which they became entitled. 

The effect of this sudden removal of import restrictions 
might have been less severely felt had an immediate drop 
from war prices to some kind of peace level been practic- 
able. The Controller’s Department has gone out of its way 
on more than one occasion to urge producers and merchants 
to anticipate an inevitable decline, to cut their losses and 
keep trade moving. This advice has been followed, but the 
unforeseen suddenness of the removal of restrictions left 
the great majority high and dry with expensive stocks ou 
hand and but little market at any price. Prices have been 
cut, but trade has not moved. The business of the news- 
print mills is a regular day-to-day trade carried on with 
customers whe need a continuous supply of paper in great 
though varying quantities. But newsprint, though of prime 
importance, is manufactured by only 14 mills out of about 
230. Mills making other descriptions of paper are in far 
worse case. The reduced prices quoted are stijl high above 
pre-war level, and the effect produced on the consumer’s 
mind by the heavy reductions which have taken place has 
been an expectation of still lower prices, a desire to buy 
as little as possible and to avoid accumulations until prices 
become stabilised, lest, after purchases have been made a 
further drop in prices should occur. The prevailing condi- 
tion is thus one of general uncertainty, which is bad for 
trade and bad for the national interest at such a time as 
the present when a large body of labour has been set free 
from the Army, and desires to return to its previous em- 
ployment in the paper industry, where orders are showing a 
serious decline and unemployment is on the increase, Wit- 
ness after witness has emphasised the evil effect of the pre- 
vailing uncertainty. 

ProBLEM BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. 


The difficult and complex problem to which the members 
of the Committee have addressed themselves is that of find- 
ing means to reineve this state of uncertainty and to lead 
to such a stabilising of prices as will enable buvers to feel 
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some security that if they buy to-day they will not have the 
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same qualities offered to-morrow at a heavy reduction; and 
thus while avoiding unnecessary disturbance to the 
numerous and important industries whose raw material con- 
sists of various kinds of paper, to enable mills to resume 
full working, employ their labour tully. and cheapen the cost 
of production now unduly enhanced by the heavy burden ot 
overhead charges distributed over a diminished production. 

A turther and important object to be aimed at is the 
recovery ot the export trade. This has vanished almost 
completely during the war, and has passed into the hands 
of energetic and astute competitors such as the United 
States and Japan, who may be counted upon to make every 
effort to hold the business now they have got it. Industry 
in these countries has not been affected by the war to any- 
think like the same degree as in this country; the United 
States especially has been in a position to increase the out- 
put of its paper mills, and is now taking the former British 
trade with Australia, India and South Africa, not only in 
paper, but also in books and exports in many cases of 
national importance even beyond their intrinsic value. 

In this connection mention must be made of ocean 
freights. The treights on a ton of wood pulp from North 
America to English ports is now in the neighbourhood of 
£4 17s, against a pre-war rate of lds. The freight on a ton 
of Esparto Grass from the Mediterranean is now about 
£7 10s., as against 12s. to 15s. pre-war. The manufacturer 
for export is doubly hit by the prevailing high rates of 
freight, for the rate, e.g., to India is about 75s., as against 
pre-war 20s.. and to Sydney, N.S.W., is now 125s, against 
27s. Gd. pre-war, The exporter is thus handicapped in meet- 
ing the competition of American manufacturers who have 
the raw material at their door and have only one ocean 
freight to pay. This is particularly hard on the Esparto 
papermaker, one-third of whose business before the war con- 
sisted of exports. <A calculation has been submitted, show- 
ing that an efficient Esparto mill running full, and with 
pre-war rates of freight, would effect a reduction in cost of 
something approaching 4d. per lb... or almost 50 per cent. 
of the present mill cost. 

In presenting this interim report, it is not the purpose 
of the Committee to discuss in detail the mass of evidence 
submitted or the individual trouble of each section of the 
paper industry. All have their troubles. whether producers 
or consumers. The aim of the Committee has been to weigh 
the evidence and to devise some practical remedy for the 
difficulties of the producing side of the industry without 
causing dislocation among the consumers. If customers are 
driven away by high prices or hampered by undue restric- 
tions, there can be no prosperity for the producers, and no 
prospect of providing employment for men returning from 
the Colours, which is an object of pre-eminent importance. 

THE COMMITTEE'S CONCLUSIONS. 

The conclusions at which the Committee has arrived are 
summarised as follows :— 

(1) Paper manufacture is an industry of national im- 
portance: it is entitled to be considered a key industry; it 
has been greatiy disturbed and restricted during the war, 
and is entitled to a proper degree of sheltering or shielding 
during a period of transition from war to peace conditions 
in order that full running and economical production may 
be attained and the maximum of employment provided. 

(2) With the exception of the Newsprint Section, all sec- 
tions of the manufacturing industry are suffering from a 
severe shortage of orders. 

(3) In the Newsprint Section there has been difficulty and 
delay in getting idle machines restarted owing to the lack 
of engineering supplies and labour. With more machines 
running additional orders could be obtained. Other sections 
meet with the same difficultv as regards engineering, but 
orders will be difficult to obtain unless some restriction of 
imports of manufactured paper is instituted. 

(4) The shortage of orders is due to several causes, but 
the predominant cause is uncertainty as to the trade policy 
of the Government. instability of prices, and to the 
possibility of unlimited competition of foreign paper. 

(5) In order to remove the prevailing uncertainty and 
to lead the wav to stability of prices. a period of restriction 
of imports of manufactured paper should he established. 
The period of restriction should be of sufficient length to 
enable the mills to resume full running, but the amount of 
allowable imports should be maintained at a level sufficiently 
high to enable consumers to obtain adequate supplies. 

(6) The period of restriction should commence im- 
mediately, and should not be of a nature calculated to cut 
across any general scheme of fiscal policy which Parliament 
may see fit to establish 

(7) Without some system of restriction there is no pros- 
pect of full running or full employment in the industry 
within anv foreseeable time. 

(8) A system of close control involving individual ration- 
ing and a chain of claims for supplies of paper, is undesir- 
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able. Consumers should be placed in a position to obtaiy 
all the paper they require, preferably from sources withjp 
the Empire, but, failing an adequacy of Empire supplies, }, 
imports from Allied and neutral countries. 

(9) No restrictions should apply to imports from coup, 

tries within the Empire. 
THe PLAN PROPOSED. 

The general lines of the plan proposed to meet the aboye 
conclusions are as follows : — 

A table has been prepared by the Controller’s Depart. 
inent, and is attached hereto, marked Schedule C, 

The total consumption of the highest pre-war year ha; 

been estimated, based on production and imports in such 
vear. 
The productive capacity of British (home) mills has bee, 
ascertained, based on the year 1913, the output for 1918 hay 
been ascertained, and the productive capacity as from ly 
June next has been estimated—in the case of newsprint 
mills, upon a special return obtained from the mills. 

The productive export capacity of Colonial mills has been 
estimated, based on figures furnished by the Canadian 
Mission and by Newfoundland producers. 

The requirements of consumers during 1919 have beep 
estimated. It is not suggested that this estimate is likely 
to work out exactly in practice, but it has been based op 
information available in the Controller’s Department and 
on evidence furnished by witnesses, and after being fully 
discussed, has been adopted by the Committee as likely to 
prove a close approximation. 

Based on the figures of Schedule C., a scheme of regula. 
tions has been drawn up. ‘This scheme provides for the 
purchase by consumers of a certain percentage of their 
regurements from British Empire mills and for the issue 
oi licences to import in addition from other countries g 
percentage of such British purchases. The percentages 
adopted are calculated to provide an adequate margin for 
contingencies, thus ensuring proper conditions of competi- 
tion as regards prices. 

In cases where purchases from British mills, added to the 
allowable import from other countries, prove insufficient for 
the needs of the consumer, further licences to import will 
be granted. 

Provision is made permitting of the import of purchases 
contracted for abroad since the removal of restrictions was 
announced for the 30th April. 

The obvious disadvantage of any scheme of this kind is 
that it prolongs the existence of a form of control. On the 
other hand this scheme provides for doing away with what is 
perhaps the worst evil of control, namely, rationing and 
the system of claims and of tied suppliers. Purchasers are 
left to choose their own channel of supply, and it is pro 
posed that in case of any important difference of opinion 
with regard to prices or other matters arising under the 
scheme, the matter in dispute should be passed upon by a 
small Committee or Panels. These panels should consist of 
two members on each side of each of the sections of the 
industry concerned, under the presidency of a neutral chatr- 
man, accompanied by expert advisers. One of the men- 
bers of each panel should be the present representative upon 
the Committee of the respective sections, the other member 
to be nominated by such sections. 

It is claimed for the scheme that it represents a solid 
advantage to both producers and consumers of paper. The 
latter will be placed in a position to obtain the supplies they 
need: while the primary obligations upon consumers to buy 
from British mills should place the manufacturing side of 
the industry in a position to obtain orders, return to full 
working and employment, and, not least important, to re- 
duce cost of production so as to make prices satisfactory 
to the consumer. 

This scheme does not undertake to pre-judge any fiscal 
policy which the Government may see fit to recommend to 
Parliament. In the course of the discussions and of the 
hearing of evidence by the Committee, strong opinions have 
heen expressed in favour of the imposition of a tariff upon 
imports of manufactured paper. Strong opinions have also 
heen expressed in favour of the maintenance of free imports. 
Upon the question of tariffs the Committee refrain from 
entering. They urge, however, that the paper industry 1 
entitled to receive equal consideration with other indus- 
tries, and they recommend that when the fiscal policy of 
the Government has been declared the Committee should 
be permitted to sit again to submit such proposals 4s 
may commend themselves to the members along the lines 
laid down for such fiscal policy. 

It will be noted that the proposed period of restriction €%- 
tends to 31st December next. The Committee has borne in 
mind the fact that lst September has been named as the 
date before which restrictions on imports will be recon- 
sidered. The Committee, however, is decidedly of the 
opinion that Ist September is too near to afforl the 
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2 to obtain § necessary time for reconstitution of the manufacturing side SCHEDULE B. 
eS Within of the industry upon a satisfactory basis, and they accord- Mrs. E. Francis, Secretary Paper Industry Enquiry 
‘Upplies, by BP ingly propose 31st December as the date to which the new Committee, 23, Buckingham Gate, 8.W.1. 
: ‘ ff .strictions should extend. In view of the experience 25th April, 1919. 
trom coun. § gained during the past two months following upon the an- Dear Mrs. Francis,—Further to our telephonic conversa- 
nouncement of the withdrawal of restriction the Committee tion of this morning, I forward herewith particulars with 
jesires to avoid the tixing of a period too short to enable regard to the unempleyed in the Paper-making Section of 
idilead the industry to recover and confidence to be restored. The our Union—National Union of Printing and Paper Workers 
the aboye (jommittee is convinced that the fixing of any shorter period —for the week ending 12th April, 1919. 
"sf sould cause the object sought to fail of attainment. There are 22,000 (twenty-two thousand) men and women 
S Depart. The recommendations outlined in this report and more in this Union, which consists of 76 branches. 
> ooh fully set out in the proposed Regulations have received the In compliance with the request of the Committee, I wrote 
a, “ng 1a3 janimous approval of the Committee, and this report is to each of these branches and have received replies from 45. 
Such igned by all its members. These 45 branches represent a membership of 12,000 
» dios . (twelve thousand) men and women, out of which 3,040 (three 
- rot en SCHEDULE A. thousand and forty) are at present drawing unemployment 
: from ls Hemsin en Basen Mase Rese. — is 25 per cent, of the membership are at present 
—— Firms Weekly Output. No. Further there is every indication of this number being 
s has hee — “—— returns. immediately increased, as many employees are at present 
Canad; a ie. a — working on 24 hours’ notice. 
anadian |. Newsprint... ie “as @ 6070 4138 5 Yours faithfull 
2, Best Writings— -_ (Sic d) ir GN 
lave been (a) Machine... —S i... 627 457 . ” (Signed) T. G. Newzanp, 
> is likely (b) Handmade... 4 35 20 5 General Secretary. 
based on 3 Ordinary Writings and asada 
nent and Printings— SCHEDULE C. 
sing fully (a) a, bo an se 5 CoMPARISON OF PRE-WAR AND PRESENT PRODUCTION AND 
likely t Cidiaea« a 1116 eo i CONSUMPTION OF PAPER AND CARDBOARD. 
F 1 Wrapping and Packing (All figures represent tonnage.) 
t regula. Papers ia Ca. ~--aa ee 5152 2786 14 : —amenien 
oft? 5 Boards _ «= «uh OO wT hesnieaiiiat dies 
eir seein jae as ; 
fi " sumption including British Mills 
wre 167 21876 12583 “68 export based on year | normal capa- 
wend *Total fi 995 of largest production | city based on 
wr ages — a a and import 1913, 1914 1913 pro- 
irgin for or 1915. duction 
competi- ORDERS. 
Firms Possible March Employees — _—- —— ——. 
d to the Out- Out- Fe- Writings and Printings.. 1913 495,000 458,000 
clent for put. put. Male. male. Total Newsprint - ‘ 1914 530,000 377,000 
port will 1. Newsprint Wrapping Paper 1913 434,000 229,000 
Over 2 weeks .. 9 6070 4138 All Boards - 1915 344,000 75,000 
urchases 2, Best Writings— 
ions was (a) Machine | | Estimated! Total 
No orders... 3 203 139 595 820 1415 1918 pro- |Estimated| In- | colonial | within 
kind is Under 1 week 4 153 85 431 377 808 ' duction. | present |crease| tonnage the 
On the 1 to 2 weeks... 2 46 28 159 198 357 | capacity jon]918)| available | Empire. 
heh Over 2 weeks 4 225 205 | | ! 
ne and (b) Handmade Writings and | | 
. pws Over 2 weeks 4 35 20 Printings 283,000 | 420,000 | 50% 5,000 | 425,000 
sers are 3. Ordinary Writings and Newsprint . 205,000 | — — 60,000 477,000 
wits Printings— Wrapping Paper 202,000 | 250,000 | 25% | 12,000 | 262,000 
— (a) Wood All Boards 97,000 | 145,000 | 50% | 22,000 167,000 
der the No orders... 3 273 109 172 £124 #296 | 
mm by a Under 1 week ... 7 805 469 683 458 = 1141 ames! 
nsist of 1 to 2 weeks... 2 38 182 292 142 4% Deficion 
of the Over 2 weeks 6 1688 1114 Estimated re quire- Pero ro 
| chair- (b) Espa ments for 1919 Empire : 
2 No orders 3 255 117 331 250581 — 
No orders... 1 peas a Of © oF a 
tes Under 1 week 18 2037 741 1575 1051 2626 | WritingsandPrintings.. 75/0 of 1000 a7hOne 
1 to 2 weeks 6 720 279 667 321 988 tha ‘<0 #e | Bo eon 
| Over 2 weeks 5 747 350 Wrapping Paper aes = a 
a = lc) Miscellaneous All Boards - .. 75% 0£f 1915 258,000 | 91,000 
sone Shut vee: 30 23 51 36 87 
°s they No orders ... 1 100 2 48 14 ~» 62 = 
to buy Under 1 week 3 59 24 151 137 288 D-ficiency| 
ide of 1 to 2 weeks... 1 250 185 492 218 710 %_ of Em- | | 
to full Over 2 weeks 3 477 356 | pire pro- | | | 
to re- 4. Wrapping and_ Packing | duction | 
actory Papers | round | 
Shut ... .. 8 495 241 414 298 642 | figures. | 
fiscal No orders ...13 944 5114 889 767 1656 ms | | po ae 
and to Under 1 week 32 2643 12201 2654 1290 3874 Writings and | | 
of the 1 to 2 weeks 9 600 - 571 221 = 792 ane a i = - ne, Me ome 
, . I o- —n ome onan o— oun 
: have ae = a + oP Wrapping Paper | 25%, si Ex cluding 40,000 tons 
ie We orders ... 1 60 37 51 13 64 All Boards... 55% — fro'm Newfoundland. 
a Under 1 week 2 170 i. 129 828 = 157 , , 
frou Map ah TR, Te Bella lllagy THE IMPORT REGULATIONS. 
at Hoey rt Regulations as approved by the Board of 
ndus- EmMpLoyEEs 1x Mitts Witra Two Werks’ Orpers or LEss. | ean, — “published sn full rsa the “Journal” of 8th 
vy : Male. Female. Total. | May. An error occurred in paragraph 6 (Cardboard) in 
now 2. Best Writings— . | which ‘£25 per cent.’’? was printed instead of the correct 
Is as (a) Machine os 1185 1395 2580 | fieure of 250 per cent. The paragraph should have read as 
lines 3. Ordinary Writings— | < acy 
‘ 5 ) | follows:— 
ia) Wood as o* ame ad 1 bis > | 6. Cardboard. Including strawboard, millboard, leather- 
aed Esparto ae - : 47% | board, wood pulp board, and other board, excepting other 
ne in ic) Miscellaneous a 642 405 1047 a Shall 1 nls ds Mini b 
s the 4. Wrapping and Packing Papers... 4528 2436 6964 | pulp board, ivory board, and paste board. Minimum sub- 
. ) (i 871 361 1232 | Sstance of strawboards 25 by 30 inches, 4 ounces per sheet ; 
econ- rds - :: aA . | a ein, “ard 
the oninieies | other grades, 20 by 25 inches, 4 ounces per sheet. Import 
the 11253 7240 18493 | licences will be issued in this category:—(a) To the extent 
onsets camteinan of 250 per cent. of the tonnage of such cardboard purchased 
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after 30th April, which has been produced within the 
British Empire. (b) If the Board of Trade is satisfied that 
such qualities or descriptions of British manufacture can- 
not be obtained in sufficient quantities within the British 
Empire, and/or that the prices demanded for such qualities 
or descriptions are unreasonable, it may issue licences in 
excess of the 250 per cent. j 


THE LEATHER COUNCIL. 





SIXTH MEETING. 

At the Sixth Meeting of this Council, held last Thurs- 
day, the Chairman apologised tor the unavoidable ab- 
sence of Sir Arthur Goldfinch. Mr. Badgery, Mr. Owen 
Parker, and Mr. Marlow had intimated regret at their 
inability to attend the meeting. The Minutes of the 
last meeting, which had been circulated, were confirmed. 

TANNED Kips. 

The Chairman stated that dressing on comniission had 
ceased on 30th April and it had therefore become necessary 
to fix the parity value of Army kips on the basis of the 
existing schedule of non-Armies. A meeting of the Tanned 
Kip Sub-Committee had been held that morning with this 
object, and prices had been agreed upon which appeared to 
be satisfactory both to the trade and to the Department. 
The result was that the Department would now be in a 
position to offer Army kips to the trade. 

RESOLUTION OF THE UNITED TANNERS’ FEDERATION. 


The Council then considered the following resolution 
passed at a general meeting of the United Tanners’ Federa- 
tion : — 

“That this meeting is of opinion that all Government 
war restrictions and orders relating to the leather pro- 
duced in this country be withdrawn on the 30th June, 
and urges freedom of export of such 14 lb. bends and over, 
specially tanned at Government request, as are not 
required for Government or civilian purposes in this 
country after 16th May.”’ 

The Chairman said that reference had been made at the 
last meeting to an alleged accumulation of bends of 14-16 Ib. 
in the hands of the tanners. Reports since provided by the 
whole of the tanning trade showed that no undue accumula- 
tion existed. However, in view of the probable falling off 
in the demand for army boots, it was felt that freedom to 
export bends of 14 Ib. and over was desirable. The boot 
manufacturers were in agreement with the proposals, and 
the Department proposed to recommend that this portion 
of the resolution of the United Tanners’ Federation be 
adopted 

In reply to Mr. Chapman, representing the Board of 
Trade, the Chairman said there was at present no importa- 
tion of this class of leather as the stocks in the country 
were more than sufficient to meet all requirements. ; 

Mr. Scriven considered that the resolution did not go far 
enough. He advocated the release of all weights of leather 
for export at once. He instanced the case of heavy buffalo 
bends, large stocks of which lay in the hands of the tanners. 
The trade were extremely desirous of exporting these, but 
up to the present no facilities had been granted for doing 
so. He held that it was in the highest degree expedient that 
the Department should allow the immediate export of 
buffalo bends, if not of all leather. 

Mr. Densham replied that in their resolution the tanners 
had asked for what they considered just and requisite. 
After 16th May heavy bends would be in small request. The 
whole demand would be for the lighter classes, and prohibi- 
tion to export these did not, in his view, inflict any hardship 
on the trade. 

The Chairman said that the Department considered it an 
obligation to assist the trade to dispose of the heavy bends 
as it was due to the Department that they had been pro- 
duced. The Department was anxious to place the trade in 
a normal condition before control was lifted. There was 
no doubt that buffalo bends of light weights were required 
but he thought that export of such bends, 12 lb. and up- 
wards, might possibly be allowed. | 

Mr. Taylor pressed that freedom of export be at once 
granted, and urged that the import of corresponding weights 
of bends and sides be allowed, He held that relaxation of 


THE BOARD OF 





TRADE JOURNAL. 


May 15, 1919 


on 





SPECIAL ARTICLES —continued. 





export restrictions should automatically be followed py . 
corresponding relaxation of the import prohibit;, 
Further, he would like to see all Orders restricting na 
cancelled on 31st May. The Chairman then announced a 
after a conversation with Mr. Chapman, he thoucht on 
would perhaps be advisable to consider the question of - 
date with the Board of Trade. He suggested that - 
resolution be agreed, subject to the proviso that the d “ 
be left open with a view to its being fixed after consult * 
with the Board of Trade. hes 

Mr. Chapman having pointed out that Sir Auckl 
Geddes would of course be approached in his capacit = 
member of the War Cabinet, Mr. Taylor moved an on Z 
ment to the effect that the date, 30th June, be alte = 
3lst May. | ony 

This amendment was defeated. 

Mr. Scriven thereupon proposed a further amen 
namely, that for “after 16th May,” at the end 
resolution, ‘‘forthwith’’ be substituted. 

Mr: Densham explained that 16th May had been a 
upon because it was thought that the boot ease 
— require heavy bends up to that date if they ‘ai, 
— — to supply military requirements until the 

Mr. Scriven thereupon withdrew his amendment and +} 
resolution as put forward was adopted. ; 


dment, 
of the 


Dressing LEATHER. 

Mr. Densham referred to a letter which had been writt 
to the Department, in which the United Tanners’ Federa. 
tion had made proposals for the settlement of the aati 
of dressing leather made from British market hides, |; 
was proposed that the tanners of such leather eel eat 
a rebate of a lump sum to the Department on condition 
either that the Certificate Scheme should be withdrawn after 
16th May, or that, if rationing was still necessary, certif. 
cates should be issued in every case. Discussion followed 
as to the necessity for the continuance of the application 
of the Certificate Scheme to dressing leather, and it was 
decided that the scheme might be discontinued. 

Import oF Uprer LEATHER. 

Mr. Taylor called attention to the fact that considerable 
quantities of upper leather purchased by British firms were 
awaiting shipment in America. This leather he considered 
was urgently required here to meet the present shortage, 
and he pressed the Department to allow it to be imported. 

Mr. Poulton supported Mr. Taylor from the point of view 
of ensuring employment in the boot manufacturing trade, 
and mentioned the case of a large firm, one of whose fac- 
tories was in danger of closing down through this cause. 
The position in the trade generally was very serious. 

Mr. Wilkes dissented from this view. Trade, he said, was 
good, and there was little fear of unemployment on a large 
scale. Moreover, he held that, having asked the Depart- 
ment to buy upper leather in America, the trade should not 
press their private interests until the purchases were com- 
pleted. The Chairman pointed out that the firms men- 
tioned by Mr. Taylor and Mr, Poulton had bought the goods 
in defiance of the Import Prohibition. If the leather were 
permitted to come over, other firms who had stood loyally by 
the prohibition would be placed at a disadvantage. “In any 
case the department, in agreement with the trade, was im- 
porting upper leather, much of which was mostly being dis- 
tributed on the recommendations of the boot manufacturers 
and importers. It should be borne in mind that the de- 
partment was no more immune from shipping delays, etc., 
than the private importer. 

After further discussion the matter was allowed to drop. 

The Chairman announced that as from the 16th May, the 
Department proposed to release for civilian or export pur- 
poses all pinned bellies and shoulders of English tannage 
which were at present in the country; also, that the re- 
—_— of American offal would be permitted from the same 
late. 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Council be 
held on the 5th June. 

The proceedings of the Council then terminated. 
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Notes on Trade. 


‘While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
— explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
‘ions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,’’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 


jeqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 





selves. ] 





AIRCRAFT EXHIBITION AT AMSTERDAM. 

An Aireraft Exhibition is to be held at Amsterdam 
during July and August, under the auspices of the 
E. L. T. A. (Eerste Luchtverkeer Tentoonstelling Am- 
sterdam). 

The Exhibition will comprise all branches of aviation, 
and, with the exception of exhibits of purely military 
value, will include everything connected with aerial 
transport, e.g., aircraft for passenger and goods traffic, 
for the postal service, for explering purposes, for polic- 
ing the air, for observation work, etc. It is hoped that 
the number of exhibitors from other countries will be 
large. 

The motor industry is to be represented with its mani- 
fold productions, likewise all types of cars, lorries, etc., 
used in connection with aeronautics. Further, all 
materials required for the construction of aircraft, such 
as the different sorts of wood (especially three-ply), 
varnishes, paints, cloth, balloon-fibre, the ditterent 
metals, alloys, rubber, ete. There will be a section deal- 
ing with materials used in the construction of hangars, 
whether of a temporary or a permanent nature, such as 
canvas for tent work, iron and wood work, cement, 
drainage, etc., and with machinery used for doing wood 
or metal work. 

It is intended to have exhibits of special branches ot 
work, e.g., for instruments and apparatus used in 
aviation, ViZ. :— 

Barometers, speedometers, compasses, inclinometers, mano- 
meters, thermometers, etc. 
Apparatus for air photography. 


Equipment for wireless telegraphy. 
illumination for aeroplanes and for landing places. 
Triplex glass and others; field glasses, etc. 
Tanks, wires, cables, wire stretchers, ball bearings, propellers 
and fittings in general. 
Carburettors and magnetos. 
Aviators’ clothing; heating apparatus; light luggage. 
Aviators’ foodstuffs. 
The exhibition will be divided up into 17 groups, as 
tollows : — 


Historical. Methods of determining 
Aeroplanes. direction and _ position; 
Hydroplanes and seaplanes. illumination. 
Aero-motors and engines. Instruments. 
Motor cars and motor Meteorology. 

bicycles. Experimental models. 
Aircraft construction, acces- Medical. 

sories and tools. Clothing ; equipment; heat- 
Photography, cartography, ing. 

charts, Scientific. 
Telegraphy, telephones. Navy. 

Army. 


Practical demonstrations will be held to study the 
elevatory velocity of different types of machines; also 
with a view to organising a regular air service with 
other countries. | Opportunities will be given for air 
trips both by day and, with the aid of search-lights, by 
night. If possible there will be races. Displays of the 
latest thing in air “‘stunts’’ will be given. Lastly, lec- 
tures will be held on aviation, aircraft construction, 
aerodynamics, meteorology, air-photography, wireless 
telegraphy and telephones, etc. 

British firms intending to exhibit should apply to Mr. 
J. Van der Steen, c/o Dr. W. Roosegaarde Bisschop, 
2. Dr. Johnson Buildings, Temple. London, E.C.4. 
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TRADE WITH RUSSIAN PORTS. 
The following ports in Russia are not open’ to trade 
for the present :— 

(1) All Russian ports north of a line drawn from 
the estuary of the Dniester to the Gulf of 
Peretcop. 

(2) All Crimean ports. 

(3) All ports on the northern shore of the Sea cf 
Asov. 

lurther information on the above may be obtained 
from the Russian and Scandinavian Section, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, Sunderland House, Curzon 
Street, Mayfair, W. 





EXCESS PROFITS IN BRITISH INDIA. 

The Financial Member of Council of the Government 
of India, introducing the Excess Profits Tax recently, 
stated that it is proposed to take every business in 
British India and to ascertain the profits upon which it 
paid Income Tax in the two years before the year in 
which war was declared (1912-13), and in the two years 
after that event (1915-16). The average of these four 
years is to be struck, and is then to be set up as the 
standard of profits. Any sum by which the ascertained 
profits of the current year exceed that standard is 
treated as Excess Profits, and the Government deducts 
50 per cent. of that sum. If any business either be- 
cause it started since, or for any other good reason, did 
not pay Income Tax in the four earlier years, its Excess 
Profits are assumed to be the amounts by which its 
actual profits in the current year exceed 10 per cent. on 
its present capital. 





PROPOSED CLEARING HOUSE FOR SWISS 
EXPORTS. 

According to the “‘Journal de Geneéve,’’ a meeting 
of Swiss manufacturers was recently held at Berne in 
order to discuss the question of a clearing house to 
facilitate exports. It was suggested that a service of 
exchanges should be established in Switzerland. All 
countries being at present in a difficult financial situa- 
tion, each is trying to prevent the export of capital, 
and this clearing house would permit of exportation 
without cash payments. 





GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC. 

A party of professional men have recently arrived in 
the Dominican Republic from the United States to begin 
a systematic survey of the Republic, both topographical 
and geological. 

The first is of great importance, as H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires reports that it will greatly facilitate the de- 
termination and registration of land titles, the uncer- 
tainty regarding which has always been a great hin- 
drance to the development of the Republic. It will 
also enable the Government to carry out some scheme 
for the taxation of land which will have the effect of 
instituting a more equitable basis of taxation, and will 
stimulate the cultivation of the large areas of land at 
present undeveloped. The geological survey will afford 
reliable data as to the natural resources of the Re- 
public. 





EXPORTS OF BANK NOTES, ETC., AND COIN 
FROM BELGIUM. 

According to a Decree dated 3rd May all exports from 
Belgium of deeds or warrants, coupons, bank notes 
of all kinds, gold or silver coin, may be effected only 
by such means as shall be indicated by the Minister 
of Finance, and on presentation of a licence delivered 
on his authority in conjunction with the “‘Comité des 
Change.” 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN APRIL. 


The value of the imports into the United Kingdom in 
April (£112,211,000) shows an increase of £6,438,000 when 
compared with the previous month. The total exports 
(£71,829,000) were greater by £9,771,000, the value of 
exports of produce and manufactures of the United King- 
dom accounting for £5,374,000 of this amount, while the 
increase in the value of the re-exports was £4,397 ,000. 











VALUE OF TRADE. 


The following table gives, under the three principal 
classes of articles, the values for April and March, 1919, 
and for the four months ended 30th April, 1919 and 1914. 
The values of the principal classes of articles imported and 
exported in April, 1919 and 1918, are given in the table 
under ‘‘Commercial Returns’ at the end of this issue. 
Details of the quantities and values of the principal articles 
imported and exported, distinguishing the principal coun- 
tries concerned, are published for each month in the 
accounts relating to Trade and Navigation of the United 
Kingdom. These accounts may be purchased direct from 
H.M. Stationery Office or through any bookseller. 


Raw Ma- _=—sqOArtticies Total, in 
Food, terials and wholly or cluding mis 
—_~— Drink Articles mainly  cellaneous 
and mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured. classified. 
factured. 
April, 1919—- £1,000’s £1,000’s £1,000’s <£1.0C0's 
Imports 52,972 42.356 16,3806 112,211 
Exports— 
British - - 2,835 7,066 47,812 58,482 
Foreign & Colonial 5.168 6.468 1,709 13,347 
March, 1919— 
Imports 47,926 37,080 20,577 105,772 
Export s— 
British - ‘% 1,824 8,606 41,872 53,108 
Foreign & Colonial 3.089 3.804 2,054 8,942 
Four Months ended 
April 30th :-— 
1919— 
Imports 200.105 173,551 83,484 459,027 
Exports— 
British i ‘“ 7,255 26,954 168,234 205,848 
Foreign & Colonia! 11,196 14,012 6,760 31,976 
1914— 
Imports 90,865 99,940 66,588 258,619 
Exports— : 
British : _ 9,478 22,799 137,849 173,533 
Foreign & Colonial 5,606 24,964 9,554 40,151 
IMPORTS. 


The imports of food, drink and tobacco in April were 
greater in value by £5,046,000 than in March. Grain and 
flour show an increase of £2,319,000, meat of £4,509,000, 
and dutiable food and drink of £879,000, while other non- 
dutiahble food and drink decreased by £1,629,000, and 
tobacco by £1,032,000. The import value of raw materials 
and articles mainly unmanufactured was greater than in 
March by £5,276,000, the most important differences appear- 
ing in the totals for raw cotton and wool, which show 
increases of £1,327,000 and £5,042,000 respectively, and in 
the group of oil seeds, oils, etc., which shows a decrease 
(mainly in linseed and petroleum) of £2,223,000. Articles 
wholly or mainly manufactured were less in value by 
4,197,000, the principal decreases being in metals and 
manufactures thereof (£1,827,000), machinery (£649,000), 
leather and manufactures thereof (£904,000), and in 
aeroplanes, airships, balloons, and parts thereof (£607,000). 


Exports. 


The total in April of the exports of produce and manu- 
factures of the United Kingdom (£58,482.000) was the 
highest monthly value ever recorded. The increase of 
£5,374,000, compared with the value in the previous month, 
was mainly attributable to articles wholly or mainly manu- 
factured; the total for raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured was less than in March by £1,540,000, the 
decrease in the value of coal. coke and manufactured fuel 
exported being £2.066.000. The following are the principal 
increases shown in the exports of articles classed as mann- 
factured—metals and manufactures thereof, £760.000: 
eotton yarns and fabrics, £3,727,000: woollen varns and 
fabrics, £668,000; chemicals. drugs, dyes and _ colours, 
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£491,000. The value of motor cars and parts thereof ex. 
ported decreased by £344,000 in April, compared with the 
figures for March. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise reached 
the total of £13,347,000, which represents an increase of 
£4,397,000 over the figures for March. The shipment oj 
bacon and condensed milk to Germany and the Netherlands 
accounts for a considerable portion of this increase, and 
the principal classes of raw materials also show substantia] 
increases. 

Comparing the values for the first four months of 19]9 
with those for the corresponding period of 1918, an increase 
of £34,089,000 is shown in the value of imports, £29,281 009 
of this amount being due to food, drink and tobacco, and 
£13,178,000 to raw materials and articles mainly unmany. 
factured; a decrease of £7,330,000 is shown in the valye 
of articles wholly or mainly manufactured imported in the 
four months. The value of grain and flour was less by 
£11,568,0006, that of meat greater by £7,460,000, other non- 
dutiable food and drink greater by £9,401,000, dutiable 
food and drink greater by £14,620,000, and tobacco greater 
by £9,368,000. The following are the principal increases 
shown in the raw materials class:—Raw wool, £8,184,000. 
oil seeds, nuts, etc., £3,029,000; hides and undressed skins, 
£2,880,000 ; and wood and timber, £1,807,000. The imports 
of raw cotton show a decline of £7,258,000 during the four 
months with a corresponding decrease in quantity. 

The estimated aggregate weights of the articles of all 
classes imported in the four months, with their values, are 
shown in the following table :— 


Four months Kstimated weight. Value. 
ended 30th April. Tons. £ 
jeer 10,300,000 459,027,119 
<heignudicaweas 11,150,000 424 938,373 
SE xewnweasinenns 16,200,000 259,197 ,623 


Comparing the iigures for 1919 with those for 1918 there 
appears a decrease of about 734 per cent. in weight accom- 
panied by an increase of 8 per cent. in value. 

The exports of produce and manufactures of the United 
Kingdom in the four months of 1919 exceeded by £49,009,000 
the corresponding particulars for a year earlier. The most 
important increases shown are:—Coal, coke and manv- 
factured fuel, £7,091,000; iron and steel and manufactures 
thereof, £5,073,000; machinery, £2,218,000; cotton yarns 
and fabrics, £9,672,000; woollen yarns and _ fabrics, 
£10,334,000; yarns and fabrics of other materials, 
£2,442,000; apparel, £1,551,000; and chemicals, drugs, 
dyes and colours, £2,777 ,000. 

In the increase of £20,712,000 in the exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise during the four months, the 
principal increases are: —Meat, £6,511,000; other food and 
drink, £3.588,000; raw textile materials, £2,059,000; raw 


rubber, £1,786,000; oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats, ete., 
£1,362,000; and chemicals, drugs, dyes, and _ colours, 
£1,330,000. 


The distribution of the foreign trade of the United King- 
dom between foreign countries and British Possessions (with 
which Egypt has been included) in the quarters ended 3lst 
March, 1919, and 1914, was as follows:— 


te-exports 
Total Exports of of Foreign 
—_—— Imports. U.K. & Colonial 
Produce. Merchan- 
dise. 
Three Months ended March, 1919 £1.000’s £1.000’s —s £1,¢00's 
From or to Foreign Countries 23? 490 104.086 17.3800 
From or to British Possessions 114,594 43,280 1,329 
Three Months ended March, 1914 
From or to all Foreign Countries 140,148 80,717 26,052 
From or to Foreign Countries (other 
than enemy countries) 116.907 67.980 20,067 
From or to British Possessions 56,847 52,870 3,310 


The figures given above respecting trade with foreign 
countries in the first quarter of 1919 include imports to 
the value of £704,000 from enemy countries. The exports 
to such countries amounted to £1,328,000 in the case of 
produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom, and to 
£406,000 in the case of the re-exports. The cowntric 
principally concerned were Turkey in the case of imports 
and of exports of United Kingdom produce, and Germany 
in respect of the re-exports. 

A larger proportion of the imports was received from 
British Possessions in the quarter of 1919 than in the period 
of 1914, but the omission from the figures for 1914 of the 
value of the trade with enemy countries and countries in 
enemy occupation gives a proportion of about one-third 
from British Possessions in each period. The exports being 


infiuenced by supplies sent to our allies, there was a decrease 


in the value to overseas portions of the Empire. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


PRICES Of COUNTRY PRODUCE AND SALT IN 
MARCH. 


The wholesale prices of food grains and pulses in India 
at the middle of March, 1919, increased by 63 per cent. 
(unweighted average), according to a Return issued by the 
Department of Statistics, as compared with this time last 
year. The weighted average showed a rise of 69 per cent. 
The average price of rice in India advanced by 60 per cent. 

RICE. 

The increase in the great rice-producing provinces was 
68 per cent, in Bengal, 96 per cent. in Bihar and Orissa, 51 
per cent. in the Madras Presidency, and 39 per cent. in 
Burma. Among the minor provinces, the rise of 78 per cent. 
in the North-West Frontier Province, 73 per cent. in 
Assam, 67 per cent, in the Central Provinces and Berar, 
64 per cent. in the United Provinces, and 59 per cent. in 
the Punjab is noticeable. 

WHEAT. 

The price of wheat in India increased by 38 per cent., the 
Punjab showing a rise of 30 per cent., the United Provinces 
97 per cent., the Central Provinces and Berar 70 per cent., 
and the Bombay Presidency 52 per cent. 

BaRLEY. 

Barley prices in India rose 38 per cent. (unweighted 
average), the weighted average showing a rise of 58 per 
cent. The chief increases were: 72 per cent. in the United 
Provinces, 52 per cent. in Bihar and Orissa, and 43 per cent. 
in the Bombay Presidency. 

JAWAR. 

The price of jawar increased by 74 per cent. (unweighted 
average). The weighted average showed a rise of 88 per 
cent. The rise of 125 per cent. in the Punjab, 119 per 
cent. in the Central Provinces and Berar, and 86 per cent. 
each in the United Provinces and the Bombay Presidency 
is striking. 








Basra. 

Bajra showed a rise of 92 per cent. (unweighted average), 
and of 82 per cent. (weighted average) in India; the note- 
worthy increases being 153 per cent. in the North-West 
Frontier Province, 105 per cent. in the Punjab, and 96 per 
cent. in the United Provinces. 

Maize. 

The price of maize in India increased by 57 per cent. (un- 
weighted average). The weighted average showed a rise 
of 90 per cent. There was a rise of 148 per cent. in Bihar 
and Orissa, and of 97 per cent. in the United Provinces. 

GRAM. 

Gram was 59 per cent. dearer than the preceding year; 
in Bihar and Orissa it rose 90 per cent., in Bengal 85 per 
cent., in the United Provinces and the Central Provinces 
and Berar 84 per cent., and in the Bombay and Madras 
Presidencies 75 per cent. each. 

ARHAR Dat. 

The average price of Arhar dal in India was 87 per cent. 
above the level of last year. In the Central Provinces and 
Berar it advanced by 149 per cent., in Delhi by 145 per cent., 
in the United Provinces by 127 per cent., in the Bombay 
Presidency by 104 per cent., and in Bengal and Bihar and 
Orissa by about 100 per cent. each. 

Gui AND Suaar, Raw. 

The prices of ghi and raw sugar (gur) rose by 28 per 
cent. and 53 per cent. respectively. There was an increase 
of 48 per cent. in ghi in the Bombay and Madras Presiden- 
cies, and of more than 90 per cent. in gur in Delhi and the 
North-West Frontier Province. 

Sat. 

The average price of salt in India declined by 6 per cent. : 
the noticeable decreases being 33 per cent. in the United 
Provinces, 27 per cent. in Delhi, 23 per cent. in Bengal, 21 
per cent. in Assam, and 14 per cent. in the Central Pro- 
vinces and Berar. On the other hand, there was a rise of 45 
per cent. in the North-West Frontier Province, of 13 per 
cent. in the Punjab, and of 5 per cent. each in Bihar and 
Orissa and Sind and Baluchistan. 

Fatt oF Prices In MarRcH. 

Compared with the preceding fortnight, the prices of 
cereals and pulses in India at the middle of March, 1919, 
showed a slight fall (1 per cent. only), but rice, jawar, and 
arhar dal increased by 4, 2 and 1 per cent. respectively. The 
prices of wheat and gram declined by 4 per cent. each, of 
barley by 6 per cent., and of bajra by 1 per cent. Maize 
prices recorded no change. Ghi showed a rise of 1 per cent., 
but gur and salt decreased by 1 per cent. each. 

Summarised, the Return shows that the all-India whole- 
sale price of wheat for the fortnight ending 15th March 
was 7 per cent. below the level of the previous fortnight. 

As compared with the second fortnight of February, there 
has been a fall of 8 per cent. in the Punjab, 7 per cent. in 
the United Provinces, and 3 per cent. in the Central 
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Provinces and Berar. Since the beginning of the last month 
the prices of wheat, white at Karachi, and Club No. 2 at 
Calcutta, declined by 7 per cent. each, and of Delhi No. 1 
White Pessy at Bombay by 15 per cent. The fall may be 
ascribed to the new harvest, as well as to the arrivals of 
Australian wheat. The imports by sea into Karachi were, 
in March, 1919, 6,909 tons, as against nil last year; but 
there were no imports by sea into Calcutta or Bombay port. 





BALANCE OF TRADE DURING THE WAR. 


The balance of trade in favour of India during the 51 
months of war, August, 1914, to October, 1918, amounted 
to over £83,500,000, of which the details are as follows: — 

£ (millions). 
Excess of exports over imports of private 


INS”. 4c istinincsneunionienaniiassnannenies 
Net imports of treasure (private) ....... .... 30°3 
Council bills and telegraphic transfers paid 
I: - civieistiiadamhaniatnanadieriiniiadaicnmnianacadicnne 110°5 
Reverse bills paid in London ............... .. 13°7 
Enfaced Rupee paper (net imports) ...... .. 1°6 
Interest on enfaced Rupee paper .............. 8 


Balance in favour of India—during 51 months 83-5 


Which gives an annual average of ......... £19°6 millions. 


Before the war, on the average of five pre-war years end- 
ing 1913-14, the balance was against India to the extent 
of £285,000 a year. The change, therefore, is that in place 
of a small adverse balance of trade in the pre-war period, 
there was a favourable balance of nearly £20,000,000 a year. 








AUSTRALIA. 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN WATER SUPPLY 
SCHEMES. 


The Royal Commission on Water Supply in South 
Australia has presented further schemes for water conser- 
vation on a large scale, so that the residents of important 
towns and the large population represented by the settlers 
on the farming and grazing lands in the central and lower 
northern areas may have a permanent water supply. These 
have been described from time to time in the ‘Journal.’ 
The latest proposals of the Commission relate to two schemes 
—at Spring Creek and Mount Remarkable. 

The Spring Creek Scheme, as designed by the Hydraulic 
Engineer, provides for a reservoir at Spring Creek, just 


below the junction of the White Mine Creek, capable of 


impounding 500,000,000 gallons, and, if necessary, double 


that quantity. The catchment area comprises 19 sq. miles, 


and reckoning a mean rainfall of 18 in., it is assumed 
that 212,000,000 galls. will be stored in an ordinary season. 
The springs from which the Wilmington water district is 
supplied yield 60,000 galls. daily, and this water would flow 
into the reservoir. After allowing for evaporation and 
absorption, it is estimated that 100,000,000 galls. would be 
available in an ordinary season from the catchment and 
springs to augment the supply from another reservoir to 
be constructed near Mount Remarkable. The Hydraulic 
Engineer’s Department selected a site for a reservoir on 
the Mount Remarkable Creek, with the object of construct- 
ing a concrete gravity dam to a height of 90 ft. above the 
bed of the creek for storing 266,000,000 gallons, on an 
estimated annual collection of 95,000,000 gallons. 
Cost. 

The following summary shows the estimated cost of the 

two schemes—Mount Remarkable reservoir and a reservoir 


at Spring Creek—for the storage of 1,000,000,000 











gallons :— 
Mount REMARKABLE SCHEME, ETC. 
£ £ 
Reservoir—Dam, 93 ft. high; capacity 
250,000,000 galls. cal ... 88,000 
Mains—74 ‘miles sia 251,800 
Five per cent. interest during construc- 
tion , Sa wie et ... 16,900 
356,790 
SprRInGc CREEK SCHEME, ETC. 
Reservoir—Dam, 119 ft. 6 in. high; capa- 
city, 1,000,000,000 galls... ... 226,000 
Mains—13 miles _... aa ee 69,000 
Pumping Station ... hs ay ; 16,000 
Five per cent. interest during construc- 
tion ays i = 15,550 
326,550 
Total cost of both schemes £683,340 
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The Commission recommend the carrying out of the Spring 
Creek and Mount Remarkable Creek scheme. It is recognised 
that the conditions arising out of the war will necessitate 
the revision of the estimates of the cost of construction of 
the two proposed reservoirs, and of the whole reticulation 
scheme. 





NEW ZEALAND. 
CROP YIELDS PER ACRE. 





The following estimated average yields per acre of wheat 
and oats for the season 1918-19 have been issued by the 


Government Statistician of New Zealand :— 





Wheat. Oats. 
Bushels. Bushels. 
District. Per acre. Per acre. 
CRT ee eee 23-00 30°43 
er one 25°42 31°15 
Te 22-18 28-78 
I :cicnsonn naucwmantaasn 22-99 30°82 
ab nt ee ae .. 20°00 30:00 
SE  vcanectuliabiieisedhs 26-56 43-27 
TET OED 28-47 35°44 
BS gesettilvcebs bkevddnavanmiaes 29-41 35°35 
Southland ..............0....00.2.. 25-35 33-4] 
Average estimated for the 
Dominion, Season 1918-19 ...... 28-32 34-90 
Average (actual) for the 
Dominion, Season 1917-18 ...... 94°23 31-64 


In accordance with the above estimates, the total yield of 
wheat for the Dominion should be approximately 6,265,000 
bushels, as compared witn an actual vield of 6,807,536 
bushels in 1917-18. 

The percentage of the oat crop threshed in 1916-17 was 
31-44, and in 1917-18, 32:00. If a similar proportion is 
threshed this year, the total yield of grain should be 5,140,000 
bushels as compared with 4.942.759 bushels of oats threshed 
in the previous season 

Owing to the wet and cold season experienced, the harvest 
will be exceptionally late, and the estimates given will 
depend largely on the weather during the next few weeks. 


EUROPE. 
BELGIUM. 
COMMISSION TO SUPERVISE SUPPLIES. 


The ‘‘Moniteur Belge’? announces that the Commission 
for Relief in Belgium, and all branches of this organisation, 
ceased to exist as from the lst May. 

In view of the fact, however, that a similar organisation 
is essential to supervise the provisioning of the public, it 
has been decided to form a Commission at the Department 
de |’Industrie du Travail et du Ravitaillement to deal: 

(1) With the purchases of necessary products for pro- 
visioning, especially wheat, on the best possible terms. 

(2) To deal with the transport of the goods purchased 
from other countries, and the distribution of same. 

(3) To establish the cost price, with a view to fixing the 
sale price in Belgium. 

(4) To organise the purchase and distribution of the home 
crop. 











NETHERLANDS, 


LOCAL INDUSTRIES AROUND ROTTERDAM. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 
VLAARDINGEN. 

For the last forty or fifty years the chief industry of 
Rotterdam has been shipbuilding and allied trades. Other 
local. industries have always been secondary in importance 
to the great shipping and carrying trade. | 

During the war the port has had a severe set-back; the 
purchasing power of her customer on the Rhine is greatly 
reduced, and the products of the Rhine Provinces, it is 
anticipated, will seek other outlets to the sea. 

The quantity of inland dairy and agricultural produce is 
much reduced. Cultivation intended for home consumption 
occupies land previously used for pasture and beet culture, 
and the dairy industries have tended to expand in Fries- 
land and Groningen, and to contract in South Holland. 





PROSPECTS OF THE PorT. 


For some time no great revival can be expected in brewing 
or distilling, whereas every reason exists for concentrating 
on shipbuiiding and repairing. Any expansion of docks or 
ships for ocean-going steamers is bound to be in a westerly 


te 
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direction. On the right bank of the Maas, Schiedam and 
Rotterdam are already practically one, and on the left bank. 
Rotterdam has reached a point well opposite Schiedam. New 
docks are to be built between Schiedam, which is also grow. 
ing in a westerly direction, and Vlaardingen, which ex. 
tends itself mainly in an easterly direction towards 
Schiedam., 

The population of Vlaardingen has increased since the 
opening of the New Waterway from about 9,000 to 26.000, 
and the town previous to this was nothing, but a harbour 
for fishing fleets and a market for herrings. As a result of 
the waterway a condensed milk factory, a sugar refinery, 
glass bottle factory, steam flour mill, magnesium and super- 
phosphate factories, oil tanks and refineries, a soap factory 
and several small shipbuilding and repairing yards and 
machine works, have been established. 

It is proposed to annex to Rotterdam all the land on the 
ieft bank opposite Vlaardingen (the western half of the 
island Ysselmonde) for the building of docks, and Rotter- 
dam has already taken possession of the Hook of Holland, 
Meanwhile Maassluis has remained more or less stagnant, 
notwithstanding its position on the waterway, its railway 
connection with Rotterdam, and its tram as well as cana] 
connection with Delft. with which town Vlaardingen had 
direct connection only by canal. The municipality of Rotter- 
dam also owns valuable river frontages within the borders of 
Viaardingen. In fact, Viaardingen is being outflanked by 
Rotterdam, and it would not be surprising if in the course 
of years, and _ notwithstanding local traditions, both 
Schiedam and Vlaardingen became part of a greater 
Rotterdam. 

A New Inpvustriat REGION. 


Viaardingen will, as a result, become of greater indus- 
trial importance, especially owing to its situation in rela- 
tion to the Old Maas as well as the New Maas. The principal 
industry in Vlaardingen up to the present has been the 
herring fishery; the principal article of commerce has been 
salted herring; and about 90 per cent. of the sales were to 
Germany before the war. A great deal depends on whether 
economic conditions will make a resumption of trade on a 
large scale possible, as there are so many dependent indus- 
tries in the town, viz., boat building and repairing, net 
making and repairing and tanning, rope-making, oiled 
cloth, bunker coal, timber, salt, and cooperage works. But 
apart from the fishery and the other established industries, 
the sites on the waterfront seem destined for building yards 
of ocean steamships. 

This new industrial region is in its infancy ; new buildings, 
new machinery, new gas works, electric power stations and 
waterworks are necessities of the future, and the require- 
ments in cement, granite, steel and coal will be very great. 


Datry-FArRMING. 


The banks of the New Maas and of the New Waterway 
from Rotterdam to the sea are occupied with industries of 
many kinds. The country behind each bank consists of 
agricultural grazing land and market gardens. There have 
been many alterations since 1914. The total surface planted 
with grain, beans, industrial plants, such as colza, mustard 
and linseed, roots, clover and other green fodder, has not 
been greatly diminished on the banks, but the amount of 
sugar beet has been reduced by a third. The planting of 
carraway seed has been forbidden, and that of beans, 
potatoes, chicory, onions and linseed much increased. Pasture 
land has been ploughed to grow beans and potatoes. Culti- 
vation for export or for luxury, and pasture land for the 
production of condensed milk for export, have thus been 
sacrificed in order to grow sufficient food and fodder for 
home needs. 

There is little breeding on the right bank, and farmers 
keep cattle either for meat or milk, replacing them by other 
beasts from Friesland as occasion requires. On the left 
bank and on the island Ysselmonde, breeding takes place on 
an important scale, but almost entirely for the production 
of pedigree stock. 

The number of cattle in the Netherlands has not been 
reduced during the war, but the yield of milk, particularly 
in winter, and fat meat, have been seriously diminished. 

The consumption of meat has become more general during 
the war, and it is stated that the local consumption of milk, 
butter and cheese will be still greater in the future, par- 
ticularly if wages are higher. 

Market GARDENING. 


Market gardeners in the Westland will probably produce 
more than enough for local needs, when phosphates are 
again available. The impression, however, is that the agri- 
cultural and dairy produce in the Delftland, Westland, 
Ysselmonde, Vooren, and Putten, will be consumed chiefl 
at home. The prospects for market gardeners, althoug 
causing some anxiety, are not so dubious as for farmers. The 
situation, with its waterways, tram and rail, makes it 
possible to serve a wide field with greens, tomatoes, grapes, 
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oe., in fresh condition, or to deliver to the conserving and 
drying factories. 

jt seems probable that the former exports of agricultural 
and dairy produce to Germany will in future be consigned 
‘rom Westland by tram to the raiiway at Maassluis, and 
thence to the Hook of Holland for shipment to England. 
4 proposal has also been made to create an export vegetable 
market in Vlaardingen, but it would appear that consign- 
ment to Covent Garden is more likely to occur. 

Should market gardening develop and expand, it will do 
so, in so far as land is concerned, at the expense of agri- 
cultural land and not of the industrial sites. 


SPAIN. 
VINTAGE OF 1918. 


The ‘‘Boletin de Agricultura Técnica y Econémica’’ 
(Madrid) for March publishes detailed statistics showing 
the approximate areas under vines and the production of 
wine in the various Provinces of Spain in 1918. The 
vintage area amounted to 1,311,506 hectares, the total yield 
of grapes to 38,066,481 metric quintals, the grapes used for 
vinemaking to 36,107,335 metric quintals, and the yield of 
must to 22,504,108 hectolitres. 


CANARY ISLANDS. 


The vintage of the Canary Islands resulted in a total 
vield of 113,750 metric quintals of grapes (of which 102,225 
metric quintals were used for wine-making), and of 63,510 
hectolitres of must. The area under vines was 5,550 
hectares. 

The above-mentioned issue of the ‘‘Boletin’’ may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

Hectare=2°47 acres. 
- 22 gallons. 








Metric quintal 220-46 lb. Hectolitre 





AFRICA. 


TUNIS. 
TAXON SURPLUS WAR VALUES OF PROPERTY. 


The ‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ contains a_ Beylical 
Decree, dated 22nd February, establishing a tax on the 
surplus value as compared with the pre-war value of any 
real property of which the ownership may in the future be 
conveyed by a French or Tunisian subject to a foreigner. 
The Decree came into force as from Ist March. 

Outlays on properties for improvements or repairs since 
the year preceding the war may be deducted from the tax- 
able surplus value, and the tax, in the case of the sale of 
a property, is to be paid to the ‘‘Receveur des Contribu- 
tions” before the sale is completed. Offences against the 
Decree are liable to a fine of one-fourth of the estimated 
tax. 

This special tax is calculated on the following basis :— 

50 per cent. on the amount below 100,000 francs; 60 per 
cent. on the amount between 100,000 francs to 250,000 
francs; 70 per cent. on the amount between 250,000 francs 
to 500,000 francs; 80 per cent. on the amount over 500,000 
francs. 

The Decree itself puts the tax upon the French or 
Tunisian vendor, but the actual effect, it is stated, is to 
discourage the acquisition of real property by foreigners. 











AMENDMENT TO TAX ON WAR PROFITS. 

The ‘‘Journal Officiel Tunisien’’ of 29th March gives notice 
of an erratum in the Beylical Decree of 24th February, 1919, 
increasing the rate of the tax on war profits. The final 
words, Ist January, 1919, in the notice on p. 521 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’’ of 17th April, should therefore 
read Ist January, 1918. 








GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS—-TELEGRAPH AND 
TELEPHONE MATERIALS. 

An Imperial Ordinance (No. 26 of 11th March, 1919) has 
enacted that the Department of Communications may, in 
certain cases as detailed below, make private contracts, as 
follows : — 

(1) When purchasing the following articles direct from 
manufacturers or their selling agents, or from importers : — 
Telegraph instruments, telephones and accessories, cables, 
wires, insulators, iron and earthenware tubes, iron covers 
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for manholes, cross arms of wood or metal, and materials 
therefor, parts ot electric batteries. 

(2) When purchasing standing timber for the manufacture 
of telegraph poles. 





JAPAN (Corea). 


COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY IN 
(From the Acting British Consul-General.) 
SEOUL. 

With a total trade in 1918 of £382,289,000 (imports 
£16,374,000, exports £15,915,000), as compared with 
£19,000,006 (imports £10,500,000, exports £8,500,000) in 
1917, and with £13,200,000 (imports £7,500,000, exports 
£5,700,000) in 1916, Corea may be said to have fairly started 
on her path of industrial expansion. Part of the large 
increase 1s of course due to the rise in price of commodities, 
but new industries and trade expansion generally are the 
main reasons therefor. 

Rice Exports. 

The export of rice showed a large increase from £2,800,000 
in 1917 to £6,282,000 in 1918—the Japanese Government 
importing Corean rice in an attempt to bring down the 
excessive prices in Japan. This raised prices in Corea to a 
similar level and caused considerable distress and hardship. 
Iron and mild steel appears for the first time in the export 
list, a result of the opening of the foundries in the Chin- 
nampo district, and amounts to £1,575,000 in value. Cotton 
(raw) amounted to £620,000, an increase of £190,000 over 
1917, and this crop is being widely encouraged. 

The most notable decrease was in the export of gold and 
silver bullion, which fell off from £986,000 in 1917 to 
£615,000 in 1918, due to the difficulties experienced in the 
gold-mining industry, with which only the largest mines are 
able to cope. The export of leather manufactures fell off 
from £140,000 to £40,000, but the chief manufacturers in 
this line are now turning their attention to the making of 
a cheap cloth from cattle hair. 

Of imports, the following were the principal increases : — 
Wheat flour, from £103,000 in 1917 to £191,000 in 1918; 
sugar from £225,000 to £340,000; grey shirtings and sheet- 
ings, from £1,000,000 to £1,600,000; machinery from 
£476,000 to £1,400,000; wrought iron from £240,000 to 
£340,000; coal from £365,000 to £84,000. 

Export duties from Corea were abolished from lst 
April, 1919, as a prelude to the establishment of the new 
tariff on the expiry, in August, 1920, of the agreed period 
for maintaining the present tariff. 

With the trade of the world again open, there should be a 
crowing market in Corea for foreign cotton goods, machinery 
and mining and factory equipment generally, light motor 
cars, motor cycles and bicycles, dyes, iron and steel manu- 
factures, and explosives and chemicals for mining purposes. 

The Russian Volunteer Fleet is opening a regular service 
between Vladivostock and North Corea, which is beginning 
its promised wide development. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 
CALIFORNIA. 


(From the British Consul-General.) 
San FRANcIsco. 


A summary of official estimates of crop productions in 
California by the Bureau of Crop Estimates, giving 16 of 
the principal crops, shows a total valuation of 320,580,900 
dols. in 1918, compared with 305,096,000 dols. in 1917. The 
valuation is based on prices on lst December. The total 
acreage in 1918 of all crops was 5,456,120, compared with 


5,392,000 in 1917. 
Export oF OLIVES 


The pickling of ripe olives for export is gaining in im- 
portance. It is estimated that this season 10,000,000 gallons 
will be put up. besides 800,000 gallons of oil. 

Topacco CULTIVATION. 

Tobacco growing is increasing. A Tobacco Association has 
been formed of about 40 growers in Southern California. 
Present contracts for this year’s crop have already a value 
of 300,000 dols. 





1918. 








JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS. 
It is stated that 6,130 Japanese in California farmed in 
1918 a total of 390,634 acres. 
526 owned an aggregate of 30,305 acres. 
4.938 farmed as tenants 336,721 acres. 
120 farmed under contract 23,608 acres. 
The total crop produced by Japanese is estimated at 
53,375,000 dols. 


i 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 
LATIN AMERICA. 


BRAZIL. 
DIRECTION OF TRADE IN 1918. 


Statistical information has been published by the Depart- 
ment of Commercial Statistics, showing the direction of 
Brazil’s foreign trade for 1918. 











IMPORTS. 


During the year Brazil imported 1,736,048 metric tons of 
merchandise of the official value of £53,262,000. The principal 
countries of supply, together with corresponding figures for 
1917 and 1913, were as follows :— 


1918. 1917. 1913. 
£ £ £ 
United States ...... 15,984,413 21,065,302 10,553,433 
United Kingdom 10,783,721 7,979,264 16,436,421 
Argentina ............ 10,020,245 5,791,925 4,998,706 
hg 2,518,993 1,785,118 6,571,965 
LO ar 2,208 341 867 ,678 1,450,096 
ERE 2,027 917 1,435,574 2,948 059 
Eee 1,126,521 878,005 2,544,407 


Of the import trade, Rio de Janeiro took £24,538,987 ; 
Santos, £13,756,511; Pernambuco, £3,772,008: Bahia, 
£2,492,916 ; and Para, £1,403,006. 


EXPports. 


Brazil’s experts during the year amounted to 1,771,754 
tons, valued at £61,167,975, and were less both as regards 
tonnage and value as compared with 1917. The principal 
countries to which Brazil exported, together with correspond- 
ing figures for 1917 and 1913. were as follows :— 


1918. 1917. 1913. 
£ £ £ 
United States ...... 21,287,015 28,013,136 21,103,483 
Argentina .......... 9,296 ,626 5,707 387 3,104,188 
United Kingdom ... 6,168,829 7,811,815 8,623,309 
ae .... 6,421,278 4,853,614 836,890 
| re 6,362,338 4,685,202 1,512,503 
SN bea icagas 5,564 065 8,325,754 7,992,442 


Of the total exports, the trade of Santos amounted to 
£20,005,365; Rio de Janeiro, £13,444,369: Bahia. 
£5,962,881 ; Pernambuco, £4,397 942: Para, £3.235.235 : and 
Manaés. £1,551,626. 


COMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES OF PARA 
IN 1918. 


(From the British Consul.) 
Para. 


Trade in the State of Para during 1918 was marked hy 
conditions of uncertainty which have accompanied its pro- 
gress throughout the duration of the war. At the commence- 
ment of the year great anxiety was felt as to the prolonga- 
tion of hostilities, and, in commercial circles, an atmosphere 
of insecurity prevailed. Restrictions affecting both shipping 
and foreign exports greatly influenced the year’s trade, but, 
on the whole, Para suffered little. 

Its export trade in rubber—the mainstay of the district— 
showed a decline compared with the preceding year, but this 
difference was compensated by a larger export of other pro- 
ducts, principaily cereals, the movement in which constituted 
an entirely new departure in local trade conditions. 

The demand for cereals and other local products was an 
interesting illustration of what might be achieved if the 
agricultural, arboricultural and mineral resources of this 
wealthy region were fully developed. 

On the whole, exporting firms had a successful year. Im- 
porters, with the markets of Europe practically closed to 
them, found refuge in the United States, but latterly it be- 
came very difficult to obtain supplies from that source, and 
they were forced back on the national resources. This re- 
sulted in a big demand on the South Brazilian factories. 

Para is a seaport, and the natural outlet for the whole of 
the Amazon valley, stretching from the Atlantic coast to 
the Andes mountains in Bolivia and Peru. Throughout this 
vast hinterland. there is wide scope for development 
along many avenues of commerce, and in such develop- 
ment Para will always be in a position of prominence, If this 
internal development be realised, whether it be in agri- 
culture, cattle, timber, rubber, nuts, vegetable oils, jute. 
cotton, cocoa, coffee, the future of Para as a seaport and 
commercial centre is guaranteed. 


Tre Laspovur Situation. 
Labour strikes occurred with frequency and increasing 
seriousness, and concurrently with the latest strike a serious 
epidemic of influenza involved a high percentage. cf 
‘ 
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mortality. With reduced incomes, due to the frequen; 
strikes, wage-earners and their families were ill-prepared fo, 
the ravages of an epidemic, and much misery and suffer. 
ing resulted. Employment in all trades was very plentify| 
during the year, both for skilled and unskilled labour. Much 
activity was experienced at the various ship-repairing yard; 
in the city, and in these shipyards the supply of skilleg 
labour was never equal to the demand, A large number o; 
river steamers were converted for ocean-going purposes, and 
sold to other ports at very high prices. 


WAGES. 


The following table shows the prevailing rates of wages jy 
Para :— 


Tramway employees: Milreis. 


errr 6 to 8 per day of 10 hours 
Ei csicncceceweints Ste 8 ws 
POMOETSOORINS cis cesesinninssccess . 0-3 to 0°8 per hour 
Armature workers ... ........ 5 to 10 per day 
END dcnusrivniinsinmenncuee . ee ee ne 
ES. kc danencavdumpiesinaes Soe eT ws am 
NS a ii eincalcag ial 8-5 to 12 per day of 9 hours 
POE FTION on isccssccseseeeees 9 to 14 ,, a 
DEE itninntundecieeeapeosmintis 12 to 13 ,, 
SE, Seicnlicudncicabacununnas S te 8 ws + 
Boilermakers _................... 11 ver day 
General Labourers ... ........ 2 ws we 
EOCK EMBOUTETS ......0...0.2.:. 10 to 12 
RO arene eee 3 to 15 
Munnar CUSLOTS .........0.5.+.... 15 to 18 ,, 
Printers and Compositors .. oe 2, 
Railway Employees (State 
Government) : 
CE 6c ccsusanvnkusanee 4 to 8 
EN, os tics nenednees > oe Dw 
ee eS uw a 
 —renkiad<seekouns >t 8 ww 4s 
ee, rer eee 2-5 oe 
Public Works (State 
Government) : 
Water Works Employees 6 -~ we 
SE ses sé cdandnninaienl 6 on. oi 


ForEIGN TRADR. 


According to figures published by the Ministry of Finance, 
the value of imports into and exports from Para during the 
last three years were as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 

£ £ 
 eaprerererrcrs 1,808,191 3,909,906 
rere 1,803,214 4,176,790 
DE : aunieceneacetantoness 1,403,006 3,235,235 


The balance of exports over imports is a satisfactory in- 
dex of local trade development. The increased volume is 
largely attributable to a greater output of agricultural pro- 
ducts, especially foodstuffs such as farinha (meal) and 
mandioca, which were exported to Liverpool during the 
period of food shortage in the United Kingdom. 

The decreases recorded in the volume and value of the 
imports are due, not to any diminution in the local demand, 
but to the impossibility of manufacturers and exporters in 
foreign countries to fulfil orders. Iron and steel manu- 
factures for construction and operation, textile goods, pre- 
served provisions and wines were impossible to obtain. The 
coastwise trade again showed a larger movement, chiefly in 
cotton goods and foodstuffs. 

IMPORTS. 

The import trade was well maintained. Coastwise and 
river steamers were responsible for carrying 63 per cent. of 
the total. The following table, giving the figures for the 
last four years, shows the increase in volume :— 











Overseas 1915 1916 1917 1918 
Imports. kilos. kilos. kilos. kilos. 
"=r 49,410,636 62,476,065 65,202,586 35,881,711 

Various 

ce 46,545,866 48,772,740 39,114,023 28,512,782 
yoods in : 

‘Transit 7 856.987 1,676,405 11,191,810 12,737,814 

Total ... 96.815,489 112,925,210 115,508,419 77,132,257 

Coastal 

and River 

Trade 96,959,312 114,884,839 123,091,931 131,747,749 


a el 
++ 





Total [mpor- 
pone on 193,772,801 227,810,049 238,600,350 208 .880,006 








During the year under review imports were received from 
the following foreign ports, the figures for 1917 being given 
for comparison : — 
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1918. 1917. 
kilos. kilos. 
Gross Weights. Gross Weights. 

BD. cekccrileau pus ncaucenas 4,249 506 4,515,527 
EE oy ad eh asacadniiles dimeniicniedie 125 968 321,131 
Lisbon and Oporto .......... . 4,016,155 5,863,016 
Buenos Aires & Montevideo 8,028,138 295,519 
SED heise nsudimadeswuiseass 12,614,365 25,563,399 
Miscellaneous Ports .......... 378,756 2.492.743 
IE ixidunanavosasanks 29,412,888 @9 051,335 








The above table clearly demonstrates that what was 
formerly British trade has been transferred to the United 
States, although the volume of American trade in 1918 was 
only half that of 1917. This circumstance is, of course, due 
to the exigencies of war, reflecting in the first place non- 
production at home, and in the second place lack of trans- 
port facilities. 

Exports. 


The export trade represented in volume a large increase, 
though in value it was much less than in former years. The 
general outward movement is briefly summarised in the gross 
weights for the last four years in the following table: — 








1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 

Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. Kilos. 
Rubber ....... 29,315,396 28,164,242 36 255,334 29,119,500 
Cocoa . ae 3,697 595 ? 840,592 4,547,550 2,503,451 
Hides ..... a 1,373,071 1,379,039 1,208 ,92% 701,501 
Er eens . 3,872,472 3,275,454 8,155,195 4,669,456 
Farinha (Mandioea flour) - — — 6,993,642 

Maize .. sd 3 - -- — 1,562, 
Timber . ieee cuit 866,907 3.880.969 6,066,562 4,407,917 
a aeRO — — — 277,477 
Various .. 1,862,950 4,873,403 8,035,381 7,405,189 
Total .. 40,428 391 43,613,699 64,268,724 57,640,142 
Coastal and River Trade 67,670,551 84,077 504 73,239,785 97,067,871 











. 108,098,942 127,691,293 137,504,509 154,708,013 


— 


Total Exports ...... 








Of the total for 1918, exports by coastal and river steamers 
represented (as in the case of imports) 63 per cent. of the 
whole outward movement. 

The balance of 37 per cent. represented the overseas ex- 
ports. Of this foreign trade European ports (chiefly Liver- 
rool) took 41 per cent., and New York 59 per cent. The 
—— articles of export to Europe and America were as 
follows : — 











To Europe. To United States. 
Kilos (Gross). Kilos (Gross). 
ko les 7 836,214 91 283 295 
RE Peeters 528 480 1,974,951 
ee 617.218 84,283 
i 561,204 4,108,252 
Farinha (Mandioc flour) 5,609,102 1,384 540 
RS ees 1,562,000 _ 
| re rene 648,888 3,759 029 
Tin no  Sucaathiedunnaeaeeus 164,559 112,918 
re 7 6.034.415 1,370,774 
93 562,080 34,078,042 
RUBBER. 


Rubber was the most important export during 1918. At 
the commencement of the vear the outlook was very dismal. 
European and American markets were fenced with restric- 
tions, and shipping facilities were scarce and uncertain. 
During the last quarter of the year the American Govern- 
ment decreed that 25 per cent. of its rubber imports should 
consist of Para grades. Spot prices during the year were 
fairly good, ranging from 2s. 7d. per lb. to 3s. 8d. per lb., the 
latter price being reached in September. The top price in 
1917 was 3s. 5d. per lb. recorded in October. But while the 
London price was quoted at 3s. 8d. per lb. in September, 
and slightly less during the remainder of the year, the local 
price was only 2s. 6d. per lb., although the conditions im- 
posed on American importers—that 25 per cent. of their 
imports must consist of Para grades—were tantamount to a 
demand with a Government guarantee behind it. This 
apparent large difference in price was owing chiefly to the 
fact that no Para rubber had been exported to England for 
over six months. 

ReEpvcTIon oF Export Doty. 


Some discussion has lately been proceeding in the public 
press with regard to a reduction on the rubber export duties. 
The Government proposed, and Congress concurred in de- 
creeing a reduction on the tax for the export of rubber from 
194 per cent. to 17 per cent., and this is the tax which 
exists for the current year (1919). The difference which 
may result from this reduction will be covered by new taxes 
on cotton, cachaca (native rum), tobacco, meal, heans, rice, 
and timber. In addition to these new taxes, there is thé 
impost on rubber itself which. reduced to 17 per cent. for 
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fine quality, was increased from 19} per cent. to 22 per cent. 
for the inferior quality of impure sernamby and caucho, 
which the State exports in large quantities. It is very 
yuestionable whether the public revenue will be improved 
by this arrangement of duties, as the increase on the coarser 
grades will not compensate for the reduction on fine rubber, 
especially when it is taken into account that the production 
of coarse rubber in the State of Para is annually a de- 
creasing quality. 
Rupser Exports FROM Para. 

The statistics of the Port of Para Company give the total 
of rubber exports for 1918 as 29,119 tons, and the following 
table summarises (in kilos. gross) the actual rubber exports 
for the last four years, together with the regions from which 
the products came :— 

1915 1916 1917 1918 
States of Para, 

Amazonas & 

Matto Grosso 13,683,243 12,504,419 12,112,839 8,542,770 
Acre Federal... 9,846,090 8,700,921 10,519,417 8,221,359 
Bolivian, Peru- 

vian, ete. . 


Totals ...... 29 315,395 28,164,242 36,255,334 29,119,509 


5,786,063 6,958,911 13,623,078 12,355,380 














The total amount of rubber received at the port of Para 
during 1918 was 24,885,962 kilos. as follows :— 





TN Be BN visicscickscccnwrsvesonsesvies 6,504,922 
The State of Amazonas ...............0scceces: 169,317 
The State of Matto Grosso .................. 533,075 
I wink con weninineneketdavendun tannins 7,042,639 
IE 5s incase veiuitianbabieircaneonidihtaedhonnsiunie’ 3,038,009 
EOD 2... asin ihiusmespceaiinamtialanaimentaadnied 1,061,325 
I «0.5: feext <btkvexen aycbbenwradbemetes 6,521 ,675 

24,885,962 





The net weight of rubber exported was 21,655,948 kilos., 
of which there were shipped to: — 


Kilos. Per cent. 
ED — ssexsinsscncsnceonnens 4,828,581 22°2 
SE nn nninounbsnadsonananen 871,154 4:2 
I  aicaincenkaaeatansandet 15,610,378 72-1 
South America, ete. ...... $2,540 3 
OT TG 263 ,295 1: 
21 655,948 100 
The quantities or rubber thus shipped were : — 
Kilos. 
BS. 0 1n cintusndarannenavndimenennderamnnadnl 7,981,737 
SE FO Te 561,874 
Sernamby ............ scsi heh citiniihidlalls 2,882,402 
I oe 5 hd nine nniidiia ein 3,534,667 
I OI occ as sarvenuldbennsie sedans 6,695,268 
21,655,948 


The quantity of Bolivian rubber actually sent to Para dur- 
ing the year is registered at 3,033,099 kilos. (gross weight), 
while 1,061,325 kilos. came from Peru. Bolivia also for- 
warded 86,851 kilos. of hides, and general products to the 
extent of 1,302 kilos., whilst Peru also contributed 733,614 
kilos. of hides. In return Bolivia and Peru received general 
merchandise aggregating 37,893 volumes, making 3,102,200 
kilos. 

Brazit Nets. 

The Brazil nut crop for the harvest, which terminated on 
30th September, was only about half that of the previous 
year. The export figures completed up to 3lst December, 
give a total of 4,669,456 kilos. for the year 1917, a drop of 
42-7 per cent. Lack of shipping tonnage and restrictions on 
imports were the principal contributing factors to a “‘poor 
year.”’ 

Cocoa. 

The cocoa crop during 1918 was one of the worst on record 
due to droughts which were experienced in the Tocantins 
river area on the one hand, and flooding in the islands and 
lower Amazon districts on the other. The industry also 
shared with others difficulties in regard to restrictions on 
imports in the world’s consuming markets, and also on 
account of reduced transport facilities. Exports to Great 
Britain were prohibited in order to accept supplies from her 
colonies: in France cocoa was considered a luxury on ac- 
count of the sugar shortage, and the American consumers, 
it is believed, had never really acquired a taste for Amazon 
cocoa, so that all these factors tended to depreciate the value 
of the article. The result was that producers were reluctant 
to engage in an unremunerative industry and much of the 
crop was never harvested. Quotations during the year 
ranged from 650 reis to 850 reis per kilo. 
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Amazonas cocoa has always been regarded as of a very fine 
quality, both on account of its aroma and consistency. It 1s 
chiefly used for grading along with other cocoas. In pre-war 
days France was the principal consumer of the local product, 
but during the war exports were diverted to the United 
States, which, of the total export of 2,484 tons net took 
1,961 tons or 78 per cent. of the entire crop. Of the balance 
523 tons net went to Europe. The gross weight of the cocoa 
received at the port during the year was 2,904 tons, of which 
2.220 tons were produced in the State of Para, and 684 tons 
in the State of Amazonas. 

The exports of cocoa during the last four years, as sup- 
plied by the Port of Para Company, were (gross weights) : — 


Tons. Tons. 

| cere 2 503 ae 2 841 

yy Jeon 4 547 ie 3.688 
TIMBER. 


Increasing attention is being given to the development cf 
the district’s timber resources, though, on account of the pre- 
ference given to other cargoes by the available shipping 
facilities, the yearly export dropped from 8,155 tons in 1917 
to 4,407 tons in 1918, a decrease of almost 46 per cent. Of 
the 1918 export 3,759 tons went to the United States of 
America and 649 tons to Europe. The chief means of trans- 
port to the United States were sailing ships. 


HIpEs. 

The trade in dry and salted hides was very small during 
the vear on account of the preferentia! cargoes. <A total of 
‘Ol tons was exported as against 1,209 tons in 1917, the 
United Kingdom receiving 617 tons and the United States 
Sf tons. The local consumption of hides was greater on 
account of a demand for tanning purposes. 


CEREALS. 

As a foodstuff ‘‘farinha”’ or meal was in great demand 
during the year with an export of 6,993 tons, as compared 
with 2,578 tons in 1917. Europe (i.e., Liverpool) received 
5,605 tons (or 81 per cent.) and the United States 1,384 tons. 
The demand was created on account of war necessities which 
were accompanied by excessively high prices for some time. 
During the year as high as £40 per ton was quoted in Liver- 
pool for this meal. On account of restrictions in the United 
States of America, the Argentine Republic became the prin- 
cipal supplier of wheat flour, but now that the prohibition 
regulations in the States have been removed, it is not un- 
likely that the trade in flour will revert to the United States. 
Already American travellers on the spot are endeavouring 
to recapture their former trade. 

The maize crop was a fairly good one. The year’s export 
amounted to 1,562 tons, which were despatched to Liverpool. 
The export in 1917 was 1,819 tons. 


Cotton. 


Increased interest is now being given in the State of Para 
to the cultivation and export of cotton. The industry locally 
is as yet in its infancy, but the results so far are highly 
encouraging. For a time there was a demand for cotton in 
Liverpool, but prices in Rio de Janeiro were more tempting, 
and the bulk of the crop was exported there. For the 1917- 
1918 crop the State Government’s figures gave the yield at 
1,348 tons. The industry up to the present has not been 
considered of sufficient importance to be especially men- 
tioned in the statistics of the port. The year’s export is 
estimated roughly at 600 tons. 


URUGUAY. 


PROPOSED NEW WATER-SUPPLY WORKS. 

The ‘Diario Oficial’? (Montevideo), of 13th March. 
publishes a Decree authorising the Executive Power to 
arrange for the carrying out of water supply and sewerage 
works (or water supply works only) in the towns of San 
José, Fray Bentos, Rocha, Canelones, Maldonado, Artigas, 
Melo, Colonia, Tacuarembé, Durazno, Minas, Trinidad. 
Florida, Rivera, and Treinta y Tres. | 

The works may be contracted for by single cities, or 
groups of cities, as may be convenient, after calls for 
tenders, open to both nationals and foreigners. 

The Executive Power may also undertake the work itself. 

paying the actual cost in cash plus a commission to the 
contractors of not more than 10 per cent. of the cost of 
the labour and 3 per cent. of the value of imported 
materials. 
_ To pay for the above works the Executive Power, irrespec- 
tive of the method of contracting for same, will issue 
Sanitation Bonds bearing 6 per cent. per annum interest, 
and 1 per cent. amortisation (accumulative), 

The remaining Articles of the Decree deal with the collec- 


—, of taxes, etc., in Uruguay to pay for these public 
WOPrks., 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 

(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EX PORTERS,— 
Strict precautions should be taken against trading with the 
enemy, and regard had to the restrictions on trading in 
certain goods and to the special requlations governing trade 
with certain countries. In cases of doubt or difficulty 
reference should be made personally or by letter to the 
, Overseas Trade (Development and 





Department — of 
Intelligence). 

British firms may obtain the namcs and addresses of the 
persuns or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings” by applying to the Department and quoting 
the specific reference number and country. Even though 
trade may not at present be possible, it may be worth while 
jor British firms to open up communications now with a view 
te future trade.) 





UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLY REQUIRED.—Applica- 
tions are frequently received at the Department ot Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts 
of the United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into 
communication with British manufacturers or producers of 
various classes of goods with a view to obtaining supplies : — 

Applications have been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles :— . 

Bracelets and Rings (celluloid) for Atrican market. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position 
to supply are invited to make application for the name of 
the enquirer. . 

CALL FOR TENDERS. 

SHIPCHANDLERY.—The Corporation of Trinity House, 
London, E.C. 3, invite tenders for the supply of Ship- 
chandlery required during the year ending 3lst March, 1920. 
Forms of tender with all necessary information may be 
obtained at this House between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 
4.30 p.m. 

No tender can be entertained that is not made on the 
form provided. 

Tenders must he addressed to the Secretary of the Cor- 
poration, and delivered not later than 10 a.m, the 26th May, 
1919. 

Envelopes must be marked in the top left-hand corner 
“Tender for Shipchandlery.’’ 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A_ manufacturing 
firm desiring London agents is offered services of company 
with perfected organisation and every facility for efficient 
representation. Communications in this connection should 
be addressed to the Secretary, Statistical and Information 
Department. London Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon 
Street. London, E.C. 4. 





AUSTRALIA. 

H.M. Trade Comuuissioner in Melbourne reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

MACHINERY, ETC.—An agent in Melbourne desires to 

obtain agencies, on a commission or consignment basis, 
according to goods, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
machinery of all kinds, including electric power-house 
machinery and electrical supplies, mining machinery, 
harbour equipment, machine tools, textile machinery, 
hydraulic machinery, cranes, etc., for the whole of Australia. 
(Reference No. 879.) 
HARDWARE, CROCKERY, GLASSWARE.—An agent 
in Melbourne desires to obtain agencies, on commission, for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hardware, crockery and 
glassware, for the State of Victoria. (Reference No. 880.) 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of 
the High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, 
Strand, London, W.C. 2, whence further information may 
be obtained :— 

CARPETS, FLOOR COVERINGS, SERGES, ETC.—A 
Melbourne firm desire to get into touch with manufacturers 
of carpets, floor coverings, serges, tweeds, suitings, trouser- 
ings, damasks, linens, silks, underwear, hosiery, etc., gloves, 
(fabric and otherwise), towels (Turkish principally), gelatine, 
cotton dress materials, prints, calicoes, etc., woollen dress 
materials and laces. 

'Notr.—-Replies should be sent direct to the Official 
Secretary, Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Infor- 
mation Bureau. at the above address, quoting reference 
number 29/3/6.] 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Calcutta reports the receipt 
{ the following enquiries ; — 

IRON OR CORRUGATED SHEETS —A firm of agents in 
Calcutta desire to obtain agencies for United Kingdom 
yanufacturers of iron or corrugated sheets. The firm is in 
P position to represent manufacturers at any of the Calcutta, 
Karachi and Delhi markets. (Reference No. 881.) 

LEATHER BELTINGS, RUBBER TYRES, ETC.—A 


yanufacturer’s agent in Calcutta and Bombay desires to 


sbtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
lather, cotton and =hair, and_ »balata _beltings, 


rubber tyres, motor carriage lorries (solid and otherwise), 

witable for the Eastern market. (Reterence No, 882.) 

WATCH MACHINERY REQUIRED.—A firm of watch- 
nakers in Benares desire to be put into touch with United 
Kingdom manufacturers of drills such as are employed by 
satch manufacturers for drilling fine holes in rubies used as 
satch bearings. (Reference No. 883.) 

PROVISIONS, LEATHER BELTING, WIRE ROPES. 
—~A manutacturer’s agent in India desires to obtain agen- 
des, on Commission, for United Kingdom manufacturers 
ud dealers in provisions, leather belting and wire ropes, 
or Eastern markets. The applicant proposes to visit the 
(nited Kingdom in July next. (Reference No. 884.) 

HARDWARE, METALS, BRUSHES, SOAP, ETC.—A 
fmm of general commission agents in Bombay desire to be 
put into touch with United Kingdom exporters of brushes, 
getals and hardware, soap, etc., and also with buying 
agents in London for general imports, (Reference No. 885.) 

BUILDING MATERIALS AND RUBBER MACHIN- 
ERY.—A firm of London engineers and exporters, with 
branches in several Indian towns, desire to take up agencies 
ir United Kingdom manufacturers of the following lines: 
Flor and wall tiles, steel window sashes, glazing bars, 
yindow glass, plain and wired, architectural ironwork, steel 
frame buildings, sanitary ware, library fittings, hospital 


ittings. reinforced concrete piling, and anv building 
materials and rubber machinery for Eastern markets. 


Reference No. 886.) 

OILMAN’S STORES, RUBBER GOODS.—A firm of 
agents in Calcutta desire to obtain agencies for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of oilmen’s stores, ropes, packing, 
general hardware, fittings, canvas, oils and varnishes, paints 
for buildings, ships, etc., motor cycle tyres and_ tubes, 
rubber sheets, medical and surgical rubber appliances, and 
alrubber goods. (Reference No. 887 





CANADA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries :— 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR, GLOVES, ETC.—A British 
manufacturers’ agent in Toronto desires to obtain agencies, 
on commission, for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
gloves, hosiery, underwear, men’s and women’s waterproof 
cats, neckwear, handkerchiefs, etc., for the Province of 


Ontario. (Reference No. 888.) 
BOOTS AND SHOES, HOSIERY, ETC.—A firm in 


Toronto are seeking agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of boots, shoes and slippers, all kinds of boot and 
shoe laces and hosiery, particularly stockings and socks of 
better quality, for sale to large shoe retailers, The appli- 
cant proposes to visit the United Kingdom towards the end 
of May. (Reference No. 889.) . 

HARDWARE, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Toronto 
desires to obtain agencies, on commission, for United King- 
dom firms dealing in hardware and hardware specialities 
of allkinds. (Reference No. 890.) 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Montreal reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries : — 

HOSIERY, WOOLLEN AND COTTON YARNS.—A firm 
of manufacturer’s agents desire to obtain agencies, on com- 
mission, for United Kingdom manufacturers of hosiery, 
woollen and cotton yarns, men’s and women’s woollen under- 
wear, for the Provinces of Quebec and Eastern Ontario. 
(Reference No. 891.) 

GROCERY SPECIALITIES.—A firm of brokers’ in 
Montreal desire to obtain agencies, on commission, for 
United Kingdom firms dealing in grocery and confectionery 
supplies, for Quebec and the Maritime Provinces. 
(Reference No, 892.) 

PLUMBING AND HARDWARE SPECIALITIES, ETC. 
~A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires to obtain 
agencies, on commission, for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of plumbing, steam and hardware specialities, for 
Quebec and the Maritime Provinces. (Reference No. 893.) 

GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, ETC.—A firm of 
stocery and confectionery agents desire to obtain agencies, 
o commission, for United Kingdom firms dealing in con- 
fectionery lines and groceries, for the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec. ( Reference No. 894.) 
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HARDWARE, TEXTILES, MACHINERY, ETC.—-A 
firm ot import and export merchants and agents in Montreal 
desire to be put in touch with United Kingdom firms with 
a view to obtaining agencies for the whole of Canada, for 
hardware, textiles and machinery. (Reference No. 895.) 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Ofiice 
of the High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the 
foregoing address. 

CANE SEWER CLEANING RODS.—A Winnipeg firm 
desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of cane sewer cleaning rods in 3ft. and 4ft. lengths, 
having a screwed brass coupling attached to each end: 
Quotations required in lots of 100 rods. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CALCIUM CARBIDE.—A 
Canadian firm of calcium carbide manufacturers, who have 
supplied important quantities for munitions purposes 
during the war, are seeking to increase their export trade, 
and would like to get into touch with United Kingdom 
importers. : 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CANNED GOODS, ETC.—A 
Vancouver firm desire to get into touch with United King- 
dom importers of canned goods and other produce. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR CREAM SEPARATORS.-—A 
Canadian firm of cream separator manufacturers are seek- 
ing a market in the United Kingdom and on the Continent 
of Europe, and would like to hear from importers. 


CANADIAN TRADE COMMITISSIONETUS ENQUIRY. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office, Portland House, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2, whence further in- 
formation may be obtained :— 

MEAT SLICING MACHINES, ETC. (CATALOGUES 
DESIRED).—A Canadian manufacturing company wishes 
to obtain the catalogues of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of meat slicing machines, bread slicers, and computing 
scales. 

ROOFING FELTS, SHEATHING PAPER, ETC.—A 
Canadian company, manufacturing roofing felts, sheathing 
paper, etc., of which samples and quotations are available, 
invites enquiries from United Kingdom buvers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand has forwarded 
copies of the specifications and forms of tender in connec- 
tion with calls for tenders for: 

UNDERGROUND CABLE.—Tenders, closing 4th June, 
are invited for the supply and delivery at Littleton of 14 
miles of 11,000 volt cable for the Public Works Department. 

Copies of the specification.and tender forms may be con- 
sulted by British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of 
the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and In- 
telligence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

DRY CELLS, COPPER WIRE, ENVELOPES, AND 
MEMO. BOOKS.—The Public Service Stores Tender Board 
invite tenders, closing 20th May, for the following :— 

30,000 cells (dry) for telephones, round type, 1:5 volts, 
63 by 23 inches. 

50 miles copper wire, 1-18 inch, vulcanised rubber, black. 

100,000 envelopes, No. 2, brown paper, llin. by 8in., bag 
style, ungummed, and addressed. 

1,000,000 envelopes, No. 29, foolscap manila. 

100,000 envelopes, No. 29a, foolscap manila, 
addressed. 

25,000 envelopes, No. 33, foolscap manila, 

1,250,000 envelopes, No. 37, note manila. 

50,000 envelopes, No. 56, for remittances, 
and addressed. 

30,000 envelopes, No. 73, telegram for transmission, etc., 
note, 53in. by 3iin. 

100,000 envelopes, No. 39b, note, cream laid, 53in. by 
3lin., and addressed. 

19 gross memo. books of different sizes. 

Copies of the tender forms and samples of the envelopes 
and memo. books may be consulted by British firms interested 
at the Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation, therefore, will be of use only 





and 
and addressed. 


93in. by 5gin., 





to firms having agents in New Zealand who can be 
instructed by cable. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
STATIONERY, SPADES, SHOVELS, WAGON 


COVERS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Johannesburg, at 
present visiting the United Kingdom, desires to obtain 
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iwencies, on a cash basis, from United Kingdom manu- 
tacturers of stationery of all kinds, spades and shovels, 
wagon covers (canvas). (Reference No. 896.) 

H.M. Trade Comissioner in South Africa 
receipt of the following enquiries :— 

HARDWARE, ITRONMONGERY, CUTLERY. ELEC- 
TRO-PLATE, ETC.—An agent in Johannesburg desires to 
represent, in the Union of South Africa, United Kingdom 
manufacturers of general hardware and ironmongery lines, 
cutlery and electro-plate. (Reference No. 897.) 

ELECTRICAL MACHINERY AND ~~ SUPPLIES, 
DOMESTIC UTENSILS, ETC.—A firm of agents desire to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
electrical machinery and supplies, including domestic 
utensils, for the whole of the Union of South Africa. 
(Reference No. 898.) 


reports the 





BRITISH GUIANA. 

HARDWARE, TIRONMONGERY, COTTON AND LINEN 
GOODS, ETC.—A firm of agents in Georgetown desire to 
obtain agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
hardware, ironmongery, galvanised and iron sheets, cotton 
and linen goods, etc. ( Reference No. 899.) 





BRITISH WEST INDIES. ie 

GENERAL AGENCIES.-—A business man at Bridgetown, 

Barbados, with thirty years’ experience of the West Indian 

trade. desires to get into touch with, and to take up agen- 

cies for, United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters, 
for the West Indies. (Reference No. 900.) 








GYPT. 

AGENCIES DESIRED.—A commission agent in Alexan- 
dria desires to obtain agencies, in Egypt and the Sudan, 
for United Kingdom fire and marine insurance companies. 
The applicant would also be prepared to represent, on com- 
mission, firms desiring to extend business connections in 


Egypt. (Reference No. 901.) 





ALSACE-LORRAINE. 

CHEMICALS AND DRUGS, PROVISIONS, ETC.—An 
agent in Mulhouse, Alsace, desires to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom firms dealing in chemicals and drugs, 
coffee, tea, oil, spices, etc. (Reference No. 902.) 





ARGENTINA. 

PROVISIONS, HARDWARE, IRON AND STEEL 
GOODS, CHEMICALS AND DRUGS, ETC.—A British 
subject, with ten years’ experience in the general import 
trade of Latin America, at present in the United Kingdom. 
desires to represent United Kingdom firms dealing in iron 
and steel goods (wire, tin plates, galvanised sheets, etc.). 
hardware, cement, chemicals and drugs, sporting goods, and 
general provisions. (Reference No. 903.) 

GENERAL AGENCIES.—A firm of importers in Buenos 
Aires desire to be pnt into touch with United Kingdom 
firms, with a view to representing them in South America. 
(Reference No. 904.) 

LEATHER, SKINS, CLOTH, ETC.—H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Buenos Aires reports that a firm in that town 
desire to act as commission agents for United Kingdom 
manufacturers for the Argentine Republic and Uruguay, in 
boot and shoe materials, including antelope, calf and kid 
skins, sole waterproof leather, boot and shoe laces, cloth 
for uppers, imitation leathers, loose cork and other soles, 
and in general all materials for boot and shoe making. 
(Reference No. 905.) 





AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). 
GENERAL AGENCIES.—A firm of commission agents in 
Trieste desire to be put into touch with United Kingdom 
firms with a view to representing them in_ Trieste. 


(Reference No. 906.) 





BELGIUM. 

BEERS, ETC.—An agent in Brussels wishes to get into 
touch with United Kingdom brewers desirous of appointing 
an agent for their beers in Belgium. (Reference No. 907.) 

BICYCLES, HOSTERY, BOOTS, ETC.—A British subject 
desires to obtain agencies, on a consignment or commission 
basis, for the whole of Belgium. for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of bicycles and accessories, boots, hosiery, and 
other lines. ( Reference No. 908.) 

HOSIERY, FANCY GOODS, LACE, ETC.—An agent in 
Liége desires to obtain an agency, with depot, for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of printed goods, handkerchiefs, 
fancy goods for blouses and dresses, lace and embroidery, 
etc. (Reference No. 909.) 

ADVERTISING AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—An 
advertising agent of Seraing desires to be put into touch 
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with United Kingdom firms, with a view to their advertjs. 
ing in the press of the provinces of Liége and Luxembourg 
(Reference No. 910.) 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Liége reports the receipt of the 
following enquiries :— 

COTTON AND WOOLLEN GOODS.—A commission agent 
in Brussels, established over fifty years, with extensive eop. 
nections in Belgium, desires to represent United Kingdom 
inanufacturers of white and printed cottons and fancy 
woollen goods. (Reference No. 911.) 

LEATHER, DRESSED AND UNDRESSED.—H y 
Vice-Consul at Charleroi reports that a leather merchant 
of Brain-le-Comte desires to secure the representation of 
United Kingdom tanneries or leather exporters for the 
sale in Belgium of dressed and undressed leather. (Reference 
No. 912.) 

CYCLE ACCESSORIES.—A saddlery firm in Antwerp 
desire to be put into touch with United Kingdom many. 
facturers for the purchase of springs, leather and tools for 
bicycle saddles. (Reference No. 913.) 

WOOLLEN AND COTTON GOODS, ETC.—A represep- 
tative with large connections among wholesale houses desires 
to take up agency of United Kingdom manufacturers jp 
woollen and cotton goods of every description, velvets, silk 
and woollen yarns, fancy cloth, sheetings, handkerchiefs, 
etc. (Reference No. 914.) | 

CLOTH AND COTTON GOODS.—An agent in Liége 
desires to represent, on a commission basis, United Kingdom 
manufacturers of cloth and cotton goods. (Reference 
No. 915.) 

CYCLES.—An agent in Liége desires to obtain agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of cycles. (Reference 
No. 916,) 

BOOTS, SHOES, ETC.—A manufacturer of boots and 
shoes at Pepinster desires to represent, on a consignment 
basis, United Kingdom manufacturers of boots and shoes. 
(Reference No. 917.) 

ENGINES, LOCOMOTIVES, TRACTORS, MOTORS, 
MACHINERY, ETC.—An agent in Liége desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of steam 
engines, stationary and semi-stationary locomotives, trac- 
tors, gas and gasoline motors, pumps, compressors, 
machinery, tools, boilers and accessories, packing joints, 
cables, belting, rivets, bolts, heating stoves. Correspondence 
in French. (Reference No. 918.) 

COAL, MEDICINAL WATERS, ETC.—An agent in 
Liége, with eighteen years’ experience, desires to obtain 
agencies for English coal. He also wishes to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of medicinal waters, similar 
to Vichy and Vittell waters. Correspondence in French 
only. (Reference No. 919.) 

FERTILISERS, OILS, FOODSTUFFS.—A commission 
agent at Vielsalm wishes to represent United Kingdom 
firms dealing in fertilisers, oils, foodstuffs, etc. (Reference 
No. 920.) 

AGENCIES REQUIRED.—H.M. Consul-General at 
Antwerp reports that agencies are desired for United King- 
dom manufacturers, by the Syndicat des Voyageurs 
Anversois, for their members. The organisation do not 
accept members until they are satisfied as to the business 
capabilities and financial and moral standing of applicants. 
No member of the Syndicat is authorised to undertake an 
agency unless the matter is approved by the Committee. 
Among the trades included in the activities of this organis- 
ation, the following may be mentioned :—Machinery, 
machine tools, cutlery, leather and leather goods, saddlery, 
textiles of all kinds, soap and perfumery, electrical goods, 
groceries and general provisions. (Reference No. 921.) 

STOVES. BOILERS, RADIATORS, SANITARY 
APPARATUS.—A commission agent in Liége, established 
aver 60 years, desires to represent, on a commission basis, 
United Kingdom manufacturers of coal and gas _ stoves, 
kitchen ranges, boilers and radiators for central heating, 
sanitary apparatus, and lifts, etc. (Reference No. 922.) 
AGENCIES FOR THE SALE OF UNITED KINGDOM 

GOODS. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp has forwarded a list of 
Belgian firms desiring to take up agencies for the sale of 
the following goods : — 

(a) Wholesale grocery. 

(b) Electrical material—motors, dynamos, etc. 
(c) Cattle food, seed grain, fertilisers, etc. 
(d) Bicycles. 

(e) Surgical requisites. 

(f) Pharmaceutical accessories. 

(z) Brass tubes. 

(h) Belting. 

(i) Steel bolts and cables. 

(j) Coal—anthracite. 

(k) Cloth—woollen. 

(1) Cotton piece goods. 

(m) Yarns—cotton. woollen, jute. 
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(n) Linoleum. 

(0) Waterproofs. 

(p) Foodstuffs, all kinds. 
(q) Sewing machines. 

Communications in connection with the foregoing en- 
quiries should be addressed to the Belgian Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, India House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2. . 


BRAZIL. p 

BUILDING MATERIALS, CHEMICALS AND DRUGS, 
IRON AND STEEL, LEATHER GOODS, MACHINERY, 
ETC.—A British subject,, with seven years’ experience as 
manager of an import firm in Brazil, now in this country, 
shortly returning to Brazil, desires to represent United 
Kingdom firms in the following lines: Building materials, 
contractors’ supplies, cement, paving material, chemicals 
and drugs, furniture, glassware, hardware and ironmongery, 
‘ron and steel goods, belting, leather goods, all kinds of 
machinery and accessories, paints and varnishes, cotton and 





voollen goods, motor vehicles and accessories, etc. 
(Reference No. 923.) 
WOOLLEN GOODS, LINENS, LACES, ETC.—The 


Acting British Consul at Sao Paulo reports that a com- 
mission agent in that town, already representing a British 
manufacturer of Manchester goods, desires to obtain agen- 
cies for United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen goods, 
linen goods, laces, ete. (Reference No. 924.) 





CHINA. 

PROVISIONS AND WHISKY.—An Amsterdam firm, 
with branches at Shanghai and Tsingtau, wishes to get into 
communication with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
provisions of all kinds, biscuits and whisky. Their Shanghai 
branch is open to buy these commodities or would act as 


agents. (Reference No. 925.) 





DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, 

COTTON GOODS, HOSIERY, LEATHER GOODS, ETC. 
_H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santo Domingo reports that a 
newly-established firm of general commission agents in that 
city desires to represent United Kingdom exporters of 
cotton cloth and piece-goods, hosiery and underwear, boots, 
shoes and leather goods, spirits, liqueurs, etc. Correspondence 


in Spanish. (Reference No. 926.) 





E\U'ROPF. PAR EAST. 

GENERAL AGENCIES.-—An old-established export firm 
seeks connections with United Kingdom manufacturers, 
with view to sole agencies for goods suitable for export to 
Europe and the Far East. (Reference No. 927.) 





ee 


FRANCE. 

WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS, HOSIERY, SHIRTINGS.— 
An agent at present in London desires to obtain agencies 
for the whole of France for United Kingdom manufacturers 
of woollen piece-goods, hosiery, shirtings, etc. (Reference 
No. 928.) 

STATIONERY AND ALLIED TRADES.—A business 
man of long experience, starting business in Paris end of 
June, desires to represent United Kingdom firms in the 
stationery and allied trades. Will undertake advertising 
and catalogue translation. Also willing to act as purchas- 
ing agent for French manufacturers or United Kingdom 
firms. (Reference No. 929.) 

CHEMICALS AND DRUGS.—The Acting British 
Consul in Rouen reports that a commission agent in that 
town wishes to secure an agency for United Kingdom firms 
dealing in chemicals and drugs. (Reference No. 930.) 

LINEN THREAD, ETC.—H.M. Consul-General at Mar- 
seilles reports that an agent in Haute Loire wishes to 
represent United Kingdom firms for the sale of linen thread 


for use in the lace industry in that district. (Reference 
No. 931.) 
WOOLLEN YARN AND HOSIERY.—H.M. Consul- 


General at Lvons reports that an agent in Grenoble desires 
to secure agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
woollen varn, knitting wools and _ hosiery. (Reference 
No. 932.) 

MEN’S WEAR, LADTES’ WEAR, MILLINERY AND 
SHIRTINGS.—An agent at Bordeaux desires to obtain 
agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers specialising in 
men’s wear, ladies’ wear, millinery, cloth, hosiery and shirt- 
ings. The applicant is prepared to visit the United King- 
dom in order to open negotiations. (Reference No. 933.) 





ITAT Y, 

RAILWAY OR SHIPPING AGENT’S SERVICES 
OFFERED.—An Italian business man, with railway ex- 
perience, desires to renresent railway and shipping com- 
panies at Genoa. (Reference No. 934.) 
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MEXICO. 

PAINTS, VARNISHES, DYES, ETC.—H.M. Consul- 
General at Mexico City reports that a firm of agents in that 
city desire to be put into touch with United Kingdom firms 
exporting paints, varnishes, aniline dyes, etc., with a view 
to representing them in that country. (Reference No. 935.) 








MOROCCO, 

SPORTING AMMUNITION, GUNS, SANITARY 
APPLIANCES, OILCLOTH AND LINOLEUM, ETC.— 
H.M. Vice-Consul at Rabat reports that a French firm in 
that town desires to get into touch with United Kingdom 
firms, with a view to obtaining supplies of sporting ammuni- 
tion, guns, rifles, pistols, etc., sanitary appliances, linoleum 
and oilcloth. Catalogues, quotations and correspondence 
should be in French, and metric weights and measures used. 
(Reference No. 936.) 

TIMBER FOR CARTS AND SHAFTS.—H.M. Consul at 
Casablanca reports that a firm of wheelwrights in Rabat 
desire to be put into touch with United Kingdom firms 
supplying timber for cart building and shafts for heavy 
drays. (Reference No. 937.) 





NETHERLANDS, 

TEXTILES, BOOTS AND SHOES.—A British firm of 
general merchants and manufacturers’ agents, established 
at Rotterdam, with branches at Amsterdam and The Hague, 
desire to undertake the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of textile goods of all kinds, boots and shoes, 
and similar articles, for Holland, Dutch Colonies and Bel- 
gium. (Reference No. 938.) 

RAW COTTON, WOOL, COTTON AND WOOLLEN 
YARNS, ETC.—A firm of agents in Amsterdam desire to 
get into touch with United Kingdom exporters of raw 


cotton, raw wool, cotton and woollen yarns. (Reference 
No. 939.) 
TEXTILES, HOSIERY, SILK GOODS.—A manufac- 


turers’ agent, with thirty years’ standing in Amsterdam, 
seeks agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
velvets, velveteens, plush, silk and cotton nets, crépes, hat- 
crepe, ties, silk and cotton nets, cotton woven dress goods, 
woollens, imitation astrakhans, sealskins, etc., hosiery, silk 
and artificial silk goods, etc. (Reference No. 940.) 

IRON, STEEL, COPPER AND BRASS.—A commission 
agent in Amsterdam wishes to secure the representation in 
the Netherlands of United Kingdom manufacturers of iron 
and steel bars and sheets, copper and brass bars, sheets, and 
tubes, also wire of steel, iron, copper, brass, silicon and 
phosphor bronze. (Reference No. 941.) 





SCANDINAVIA, 

CAUSTIC SODA, SODA ASH, BLEACHING POWDER. 
—An agent at present in the United Kingdom, shortly 
returning to Sweden, desires to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of caustic soda, soda ash, bleaching powder, 
etc., desirous of placing their products on the Swedish 
market. (Reference No. 942.) 

H.M. Consul-General at Gothenburg reports the receipt 
of the following enquiries :— 

TEXTILES, METAL GOODS, PAINTS, ETC.—A British 
subject in Gothenburg, with extensive connections in the 
various trades concerned, desires to obtain agencies for 
Sweden for United Kingdom manufacturers of textiles, 
metal goods, paints, etc. (Reference No. 943.) 

TEXTILE MACHINERY, ETC.—An agent in Gothen- 
burg, with extensive connections in the Swedish textile 
trade, desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom firms 
manufacturing machinery and other requisites for the 
spinning and weaving industries. He would be willing to 
take up any agency connected with the textile industry. 
(Reference No. 944.) 





SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA, 

CHEMICAL, PAPER, SOAP, ETC.—A British subject, 
who formerly acted as travelling representative for United 
Kingdom firms for the sale of chemicals, paper, soap, per- 
fumery, artists’ materials, etc., and in that capacity visited 
the trade centres of South and Central America (including 
the West Indies) during the years 1896 to 1903, is now 
desirous of again acting in this capacity. (Reference No. 
945.) 





SWITZFRLAND, 

H.M. Legation at Berne reports the receipt of the follow- 
ing enauiries :— 

RATISTE AND IRISH LINEN.-—An agent at Geneva 
desires to act as representative for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of hatiste and fine Trish linen. (Reference No. 946.) 

PATENTED ATHLETIC GOODS, ETC.—An agent at 
Moutier wishes to represent United Kingdom manufac- 
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turers of patented articles, such as patented athletic goods, 
etc. (Reference No. {47.) 

CHEMICALS, PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS AND 
TEXTILES.—An agent at Berne wishes to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of chemicals, pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts and cloths of all kinds. (Reference No. 948.) 

YARNS.—An agent at Oberburg wishes to act as repre- 
sentative for United Kingdom manufacturers of woollen, 
cotton, jute and linen yarns. ( teference No. 949. . 

GENERAL PROVISIONS, WINES AND GROCERIES. 
—An agent at Berne wishes to represent United Kingdom 
exporters of teas, spices, cakes and biscuits, pudding 
powders, whisky, wines, soap, perfumery, tobacco, cigarettes 
and leather cream. (Reference No. 950.) 

SILVER AND LEATHER ARTICLES, JEWELLERS’ 
GOODS, DRAPERS’ GOODS, SPORTING REQUISITES, 
ETC.—A firm at Bienne wishes to represent United King- 
dom manufacturers of jewellery, works of art, silver-plated 
and silver ware, leather bags, drapers’ goods, specialities 
for babies, and sports articles. (Reference No. 951.) 

MACHINES FOR GRAPHICAL ARTS.—A firm at 
Lausanne wish to represent United Kingdom manufacturers 
of machines and apparatus fer graphical arts. (Reference 
No. 952.) 

BOOTS AND SHOES.—An agent at Porrentruy wishes 
to be put into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of boots and shoes of all kinds. (Reference No. 953.) 

VELVETS, VELVET CORDS, FLANNELS, ETC.—<An 
agent at Soleure wishes to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of velvets, velvet cords, flannels (Rochdale manu- 
facture), mohair wool linings, and Dewsbury cheap woollens. 
(Reference No. 954.) 

WOOLLENS, SUITINGS, ETC.—A firm at Montmollin 
desires agencies for United Kingdom manufacturers of 
woollens, suitings, ladies’ cotton cloths. (Reference No. 959.) 

WOOLLENS, TWEEDS, ETC.—A _ firm at Berne are 
desirous of representing United Kingdom manufacturers of 
woollens, tweeds, ete. (Reference No. 956.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

IRON AND STEEL STRUCTURAL MATERIALS.--A 
Japanese firm of commission agents in San Francisco desire 
to be put in touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
‘ron and steel structural materials, rails, pipes, rivets, etc., 
for export to the Far East. (Reference No. 957.) 

FANCY LEATHER GOODS, RUBBER GOODS, ETC.-~ 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents, with offices in London and 
New York, wish to secure the representation, for the United 
States. on a commission basis, of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of fancy leather goods and novelties, rubber goods. 
fancy beads and beaded novelties. Interview in London. 
(Reference No. 958.) 

MANCHESTER AND BRADFORD GOODS, IRISH AND 
SCOTCH TWEEDS, ETC.—An established English firm in 
New York, the principal of which is now in London, wishes 
io take up agencies for Manchester and Bradford goods, 
Irish and Scotch tweeds, linens and cretonnes, velvets, and 
Redditch needles and pins. (Reference No. 959.) 

MACHINERY FOR EXPLOSIVE STRIPS.—H.M. 
Consul-General in New York reports that a firm of manu- 
facturers of crackers desire to be put into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of machines for the pro- 
duction of explosive strips used in crackers. (Reference 
No. 960.) . 

FURNACES.—An electrical engineer in Philadelphia 
desires to act as agent for United Kingdom manvfacturers 
of oil-burning furnaces equipped for the heat treatment of 
steel, such as forging, annealing, rod heating, ete. 
(Reference No. 961.) 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. CANADA. 

ELECTRICAL APPARATUS, ETC.—A Canadian officer 
at present attached to British General Headquarters wishes 
to get into communication with United Kingdom manufac- 
turers of electrical apparatus and allied classes of goods, 
with a view to representing them in the United States and 
Canada. (Reference No. 962.) 





WEST INDIES. 

The Acting British Consul at San Juan, Porto Rico, 
reports the receipt of the following enquiries : — 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A commission agent 
at San Juan, Porto Rico, wishes to take up agencies for 
United Kingdom firms dealing in, exporting, or manufactur- 
ing any merchandise that can be marketed both in Porto 
Rico and in the Dominican Republic. (Reference No. 963.) 
_AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—Another agent at 
San Juan wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom 
firms, with a view to taking up agencies in Porto Rico. 
(Reference No. 964.) 


_ 
=> 











Shipping and Docks, 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY (Occupied Territory) 
BONDED WAREHOUSE CHARGES AT TRIESTE 


A copy of translation of the provisional Tariff for th 
: 


bonded warehouses of Trieste has been forwarded by M 
Consul-General at the port. This may be consulted }y. 
~ y 








British firms on application to the Shipping and Trans 








Section of the Department of Overseas Trade. = 
FRANCE. 
THE PORT OF ST. NAZAIRE. 
(from the British Consul.) 
NANTEs. 


An rench shipping circles it is considered tha: the 
of St. Nazaire is of growing importance. Its use # ss 
American base during the war has opened out prospect pr 
a future as one of the leading ports of France. - 

History OF THE Port. 

I'he port came into existence in the year 1836. Duy 
the first half of the 19th Century the number of tee 
coming up to Nantes kept on falling off owing to the aif 
culties and dangers of navigation caused by the rons a 
sandbanks in the River Loire. It was therefore wnt 
either to improve the Port of Paimboeuf, situated an i “ 
7; miles up the river on the left bank, or to create se 
port at the mouth of the river at St. Nazaire; and in the 
year 1837 engineers were appointed to study the aie 
and to make local surveys. These engineers re aa d in 
favour of the creation of a port at St. ~~ in 
Ministerial decision to this effect was announced in 1888, 


BASSIN DE St. NAZAIRE. 


In 1845 a Law was passed by the French Legislature 
engage the creation of a port at St. Nazaire and assign. 
g a sum of frs. 7,000,000 for the purpose. The works were 
- consist in the construction of a harbour and a dock, with 
— of 103 hectares (about 26 acres), a third part of 
_ _ to be reserved for the use of the French Navy 
or on ransatlantic mail steamers. They were commenced 
po lh ge A ya - completed in 1856, and on the 10th 
August, 1So/, the Port of St. Nazaire w 
a u u e ALC was C , y 
raii with Nantes. ee. 
— ge a as the ‘Bassin de St. Nazaire’’ cost in 
itse rs. &,920,000. It wa ‘by 
920,000, as Ss D0 var | 
a. urrounded by 1,750 yards of 
Bassin DE PENHOET. 


This quay space, howevy 
} ay space, hi er, proved insufficie ; 
pamane of vessels coming to St. N azaire, and = Inn aia 
ee — on “¥ 7th August, 1861, authevichan te 
onstruction of a second dock. The progr 
on: : +. gress of the c 
re negra — SO that it was only on the 8th Mar 
oi, that it was opened. The total cost of thi k, 
which hears the name of ‘Bassi 7” tecumia 
\ é assin de Penhoet’’ l 
in 1881), together with th i a 
881), her | e lock connecting it wi 
-er » ne a, was frs. 23,500,000. it Shapes = 
~l:; hectares (51 acres its | 
3717 vande (ol acres), and the length of its quays is 
The total length of 
R rte gth otf the quay ’ ‘ks is 
2,000 metres, (5,467 veele.) ie. 


SUBSEQUENT IMPROVEMENTS. 


On the 28th March, 1889 ) 
>th March, 1889, the French Legislat 
cman epee of frs. 5000 000 ay 
1e Port of St. Nazaire. The works were to | | 
(1) Dredging the mouth of the Loi nie ees 
in > Loire; (2) straighteni 
ee ne entrance to the red : (3) Saaneial the 
marge gles macs P yee. away a rocky bed in 
ront. . rance of the harbour know “f 
Nazaire’”’; (5) the establisl i, anenaaeell 
; (5 stablishment of hydraulic app: 
Hi pray 3 owe en of the docks; and (6) im 
6 lighting and buoying of the entrance of the h 

Pg li sd tag! authorised the Chamber of Psd 

. Nazaire to levy a tonnage-due of 50 centimes h 
—— of defraying the expense of cutting . a 
el ene known as ‘‘La Barre des Charper- 

4 e .§ mi ' 

har - as »0ut 5 miles from the entrance of the 

The straightening of the ivi 

, channel giv ont 

the harbour and the clearing away of fa Barre Naenire” 
Ese — the course of the year 1890, and the 
‘stablishment of hydraulic appliances for working ¢ 
stab ydr ance: ng the lock- 
~ of the docks in 1894. The operation of etinn a 
channel through the ‘Barre des Charpentiers’? was com- 
menced in 1892 and completed in 1894. The work of dee en- 
— Bassin de St. Nazaire’’ was finished in 1891 , 

e “Bassin de Penhoet’’ at this time had no separate 
_ —_ to the sea or to the river, but communicated with 

e “Bassin de St. Nazaire,’”’ which had originally only one 
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river. The access of large vessels to 
nade do Peahoot,” which had to turn in the ‘‘Bassin 
~ St. Nazaire’ before entering it, was an extremely 
difficult operation. It was therefore determined, especially 
7 view of the channel cut through the “Barre des Char pen- 
cers,” to make an entrance to the ‘‘Bassin de St. Nazaire 
from the sea side, and a Law sanctioning this undertaking 
mg yassed by the French Legislature on 20th F ebruary, 
1396... The works were completed in 1907 at a cost of 
16,000,000. The minimum depth of water a a— 
entrance is 9} metres, about 31 feet, and during 27 24 ° 
the year vessels drawing nearly 33 feet can pass eg - , 
On the 20th April, 1906, a Decree was passe y _ 
French Government authorising the deepening 0 ; " 
channel cut through the ‘Barre te nc, tng ag ll a - 
ost of frs. 1,700,000, half the expenditure to be borne by 
the State and the other half by the Chamber of ye 
of St. Nazaire. The work was completed and ng i 
deepened to a depth of 23 feet in 1911. Owing, yoann 3 
to an unusually long spell of bad weather which pi — = 
during the year 1912, this depth was slightly a P. 
the silt and sand. Dredging was resumed in 1913, an te : 
depth of water is maintained as far as possible " < u 
9 feet; but as dredging operations cannot be —_ Py 
during the winter months, that depth is always re . a 
little by sand and silt. The dredging operations are, how- 
ever, always resumed as soon as the weather — _ 
In 1913 the lock connecting the ‘Bassin de St. - a 
and the ‘‘Bassin de Penhoet,”? which was originally oy eet 
long and 83} feet broad, was enlarged so that it now has a 
length of 920 feet and a breadth of 113 feet. 


Tue Ovter HARBOUR. 


The Outer Harbour of St. Nazaire is contained between 
two converging jetties 405 yards apart near the lock, giv ing 
access to the ‘“‘Bassin de St. Nazaire,’’ and 132 yards apart 
at their heads. There is a quay 164 yards in length a 
side of the Eastern Jetty, at which vessels calling at th« 
port can berth. 
Quay SPACE. 

The quays surrounding the Bassin de St. Nazaire are :— 
; Length (yards). 


Quai du Commerce ...............::seee ee 274 
Quai Henri Chevreau .................56:. 153 
Quai Eugéne Percive .................:6+ + 
Quai Demange .................. aimee = 
Quai des Frégates —...........-..seceeeeeee 284 


The quays surrounding the Bassin de Penhoet are:— 
Length (yards). 


Quai des Grande Puits ................. 390) 
BG, IN ciisscnaeinaerssssnensccesees sees 419 
Quai des Charbonniers_...............--. 390 
I ii ine ca cinnwaseueanteds 242 
Quai de Ja Prise d’Eau .................. 309 
SE Ne csnncasasesvaevenenscees 335 
GE IE a cscsecesoscensvsescesscnee 184 
BE NY HEN. nncnwsinsansedanessnennenarens 252 
CRANES. 


There are no public cranes or gear for discharging ships 
at St Nazaire; these all belong to private firms who, how- 
ever, place them at the disposal of the public. | 

It is impossible to estimate the number of new cranes 
which have been added to the port since the commencement 
of the war, as several have been put up; and on the other 
hand several have been removed for repairs, etc. ; but there 
are sufficient at present for all the requirements of the port. 


DEPTHS. 
In the Bassin de St. Nazaire the depth of water is main- 


tained at 30 feet 8in., and in the Bassin de Penhouet at 


29 feet 6in. The depth of water in the two locks is main- 
tained at uniform level by means of powerful pumps. At 
the quay in the Outer Harbour a depth of 26 feet at lowest 
ebb-tide is maintained by dredging. Vessels can enter or 
leave the port at any time provided the draught does not 
exceed the following : — 


Te errr rrr 29 ft. 6 in 

At ordinary low tides ............ 24 ft. 7 in. 

At spring neap tides ............ 19 ft. 8 in. 
Dry Docks. 


There are three dry docks at St. Nazaire which can 
accommodate vessels drawing over 31 feet. Their dimensions 
are : — 

No. 1.—Length 245 yards, width 33} yards. 
No. 2.—Length 974 yards, width 144 yards. 
No. 3.—Length 1813 yards, width 20 yards. _ 

Most of the quays are fitted with hydrants for supplying 
ships with fresh water. They are all well provided with 
sheds and warehouses, which have been greatly increased 


} 
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in number since the war, and are connected by rail with 
the P.O. and Etat Railways. = 

During the last five years the railway facilities have been 
greatly improved. More than 30 miles of new sidings have 
been put down, and this will do much in the near future 
towards the rapid working of the port. 


THe AMERICAN BAsE Depot. 


A very great feature of the improvements to St. Nazaire 
since the outbreak of hostilities is the immense store depot 
erected by the Americans at Montoir, situated about nine 
miles up the River Loire on the left bank, which is capable 
of holding some millions of tons of stores of all descriptions. 
About 300 miles of railway sidings have been laid down in 
connection with this depot, and although the project is not 
yet completed, it has already proved of great use to the 
American troops as a supply depot. To complete it will 
require quay space to be provided and the river to be 
dredged to enable ships to berth alongside. When this is 
done it will constitute a great commercial asset to this part 
of France. 

There has been no actual increase in quay space since the 
commencement of the war, but the American authorities 
have utilised all the available space, and used it to the 
utmost, which has consequently greatly improved the amount 
of tonnage discharged. 

Before the war the quays were largely in the hands of 
private firms, who have since the commencement of the 
war had no hold on them, and it is understood that, in 
future, after the American Army has left St. Nazaire, the 
quays will be under the control of the French Authorities 
with a view to making St. Nazaire w more or less free port 
to attract trade. The ‘‘Transit Maritime” and ‘‘Intendance 
Militaire,”’ war-time institutions created to control cargoes 
discharged in French ports for the French Government. 
will be carried on in peace time as Government Civil Offices. 
and should largely tend to improve the condition of the port. 


Port or NANTES. 


{t is understood that the congestion which has existed for 
some time at this port has now been greatly relieved. The 
American Expeditionary Force have delivered up all the 
warehouses and all the shipping berths requisitioned by 
them 





~~ 


JAPAN. 





SHIPPING TONNAGE IN FEBRUARY. 


According to the investigations of the Department of 
Communications, the number of vessels registered in J apan 
proper as at the end of February, this year, was as follows: 


Number of Gross. Registered 

vessels. tonnage. tonnage. 
ee 2,670 2,357 ,889 1,461,681 
Sailing vessels. ...... 12,592 869,732 728,051 


Besides, there were 971 vessels (probably junks) whose 
carrying capacity is expressed in terms of koku, with the 
aggregate carrying capacity of 312,124 koku. 

The number of steamers of 1,000 tons upwards was:— 





Number of Gross 
Classes. vessels. tonnage. 
Less than 2,000 tons. ................ 245 344,719 
ae a — a eer rorer event 147 356,550 
| ES ee Site 97 324,765 
Se se Rr reeme 41 184,723 
ee 0 nes 54. 308 ,422 
ees RY i eta 22 139,394 
aa 12 90,331 
a die, 1 8,150 
ie.  dciikeweral sens 8 76,028 
¥rom 10,000 upwards ........... 6 71,896 
URUGDAY. 


WHARFAGE, ETC., CHARGES AT 
MONTEVIDEO. 


The ‘‘Diario Oficial’? (Montevideo) of 6th March publishes 
a Resolution approving a new tariff of charges to be imposed 
by the Port Administration of Montevideo for merchandise 
entering or leaving the warehouses, depots or docks at that 

rt. 

This tariff (in Spanish), together with an English transla- 
tion, may be seen at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 
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Railways. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 
RAILWAY REPORT AND ESTIMATES. 


In presenting the railway estimates in the House of 
Assembly the Minister of Railways stated that last session 
a deficit of £1,169,000 was estimated for, and the House was 
then informed that it would be necessary to increase the 
railway fares in order to procure the necessary revenue, 
and from llth May the rates had been increased in con- 
sequence. 

He then dealt with the weekly earnings and showed the 
enormous decrease on account of the influenza epidemic. 
Since then the figures had greatly improved, and thanks 
to that and the second increase in the railway rates from 
the new year there was now every reason to hope that the 
ordinary railway revenue for the year would be approxi- 
mately £650,000 more than originally estimated. 


PassENGER TRAFFIC. 

The passenger traffic had exceeded the estimates by 
£500,000. Notwithstanding the increase in fares there had 
been no falling off in this traffic; the department in fact had 
been hard pressed to cope with the requirements of the 
public. The number of passengers in 1918 was 49,958,000, 
being a record number of passengers’ journeys since Union 
was formed. Parcels traffic was likely to produce about 
£20,000 more than anticipated. 


Goops TRAFFIC. 

The revenue from goods and mineral traffic, leaving out 
coal, was expected to exceed the estimate by more than 
£600,000, there being a considerable increase apart from 
that due to the increase of rates. The tonnage of goods and 
minerals other than coal was 6,720,000 tons, which was a 
record, the figure exceeding the previous highest by 903,000 
tons. 

The coal traffic had been disappointing. The revenue from 
this traffic would probably fall short of the estimate by about 
£534,000. This was due to the heavy falling off in the 
bunkering trade and in the diversion of shipping to the 
northern hemisphere during the latter stages of the war, 
and also to the falling off in military requirements in 
German East Africa and other directions. 

Fortunately the decrease in the bunkering traffic had 
been set off by a heavy increase in the export traffic and a 
general increase in the internal coal traffic. It was a 
remarkable feature in the movement of revenue that a 
heavy decline in imported traffic had been counterbalanced 
by a contemporaneous increase in South African internal 
traffic. In 1910 the tonnage of general goods and mineral 
traffic other than coal carried by the Administration was 
4,680,000 tons, yielding revenue of £6,463,000, which was 
equivalent to £1 7s. 7d. per ton. In the year ended 3lst 
March, 1918, the tonnage had increased to 6,000,000 tons, 
yielding £5,932,000, or an equivalent of 19s. 8d. per ton. This 
movement was, of course, largely due to the increase in the 
industrial activity of the Union. This increase in internal 
trade and prosperity was better than that of many countries 
during the war. The harbour revenue had exceeded the 
estimate by £103.335. The gross revenue from railways was 
expected to exceed the estimate by £805,045. 


Dericit oF £1,099,371. 

Dealing with expenditure, the Minister referred to the 
extra expenditure entailed by the epidemic, by the raising 
of the scale of pay of guards, drivers and cleaners (£60,000 
per annum), and by the increase in the cost of materials and 
of Indian and native labour. Proceeding, he said there was 
expected to be an excess of £557,725 in the expenditure on 
the net revenue account, and this was due to the heavy 
increase in war bonus expenditure, which had been almost 
doubled. In all, £649,000 more would be required than was 
originally provided. 

The net result was that the gross railway expenditure for 
1918-9 was expected to exceed the estimates by £627,128. The 
harbour expenditure was expected to exceed the estimate by 
£67,525, so that the estimated gross expenditure on railways 
and harbours for 1918-9 was likely to be exceeded by 
£714,652. If they took the increased rate of revenue and 
the excess expenditure, the net result of the working of the 
railwavs and harbours for the current year would be a deficit 
of £1,099,371, which would be included in the expenditure of 
the coming year, as no fund existed from which to meet it. 


Estimates For 1919-20. 

Quoting the increases in other countries, the Minister 
asserted that there was hardly a country or a district in the 
world where rates and fares had been raised less in these 
years than in South Africa. As for 1919-20, Parliament 
was asked to vote for the services of railwavs and harbours 
£20 324.700. which included the deficit, and which was 
£2 964.019 in excess of the amount voted last session. To 
meet this he anticipated revenue to the extent of 
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£19,445,570, so that at the end of 1919-20 there would be 
deficit of £877,500. They intended more than to pay thei; 
way, because they were going to reduce the burden of ihe 
current year to £877,500. 


CHILE. 


RAILWAY FINANCE. 
(from the Acting British Consul.) 
SANTIAGO. 
_ the National Congress has recently passed a Law approy- 
ing the State Railway Estimates of Revenue and Expendi. 
ture for the present year. 
These show that a deficit is anticipated of about :— 
Pesos paper. 


On the Central Route ...........cccccccceeeee 29 000,000 











On the Northern Route ................... 6,000,000 
Making a total] deficit of .............. 39,000,000 





-_—_— 


The deficit last year amounted to about 40,000,000 pesos 
currency, and was the cause of much comment in the press, 

The above-mentioned Law authorises the President io 
contract a loan during a period of eighteen months with one 
per cent. annual accumulative amortisation, producing up to 
89,000,000 pesos Chilean gold, which will be used to carry 
out the works and improvements that may be approved by 
the Government on the Southern Central Line. ) 

The expense in connection with this loan is to be charged 
to the ordinary estimate of the State Railways. From the 
funds obtained by this loan, 24,000,000 pesos Chilean gold 
will be used to reimburse the State Railways—the sums 
spent in accordance with the authorisation granted under 
Laws Nos. 3236 of 5th February, 1917, and No. 3361 of 19th 
April, 1918, which are detailed in the Estimate statement 
and to cover the deficit of 1918 and 1919. 

The State Railways are also authorised, from the promul- 
gation of this Law, to raise their tariffs 20 per cent. during 
the year 1919, on the Central Southern Line, and when the 
international exchange is higher than 10d., to collect them 
in currency. 

The said railway is also authorised to arrange for a current 
banking account up to the sum of forty million pesos, and 
this account will be liquidated as sums of the ioan, which 
the President of the Republic will contract, may be received. 

RAItway EquirpMENT WANTED. 

Manufacturers may be interested to learn that amone 
the articles specially required, appear the following : 
—Materials, combustibles, coal, furniture and _acces- 
sories, improvements in lighting and communication 
between stations (for safety of rolling stock), signalling 
apparatus, sleepers, rails, ballast, strengthening and recon- 
struction of bridges, refitting engines, refitting cattle trucks, 
heating equipments, air brakes, boilers. third class coaches, 
tenders, refitting 10-ton cars, mechanical coal tenders, auto- 
matic couplings, and speed indicators. 


FRENCH COLONIES. 


REGULATIONS GOVERNING RAILWAY 
CONCESSIONS. 


The Senate and the Chamber of Deputies have adopted a 
law, published in the ‘Journal Officiel’? of 9th March. 
regulating the construction of railways in French colonies. 

According to this Law the construction of railways in 
Colonies and Protectorates, other than Tunis and Morocco. 
shall be subject to approval by Law when the State lends 
financial aid to the enterprise. Where the project does not 
involve State aid, and the colonies undertake to cover part 
of the expenses for a period of more than five years, it will 
be authorised by a Decree. In all other cases a proposal will 
be discussed and approved in the same manner as the local 
Budget. 

Concessions can revert to the colony in the first case by 
a Decree, after a report by both the Ministers for the 
Colonies and of Finance has been presented. In the second 
case, they are authorised by Decree on a report of the 
Minister of the Colonies, and in all other cases they can b: 
discussed and approved in the same manner as the local 
Budget. 








MATERIALS. 

All materials used by the concessionaire must be of French 
origin, but the Minister for the Colonies has the power, in 
special cases, to issue a Ministerial Decree to the contrary. 

All previous regulations relative to the establishment and 
concessions in so far as they are contrary to the foregoing 
regulations, are now repealed, especially the regulations con- 
tained in Art. 4 of the Law of 19th February, 1896, and 
Art. 4 of the Law of 5th April, 1897. 4 


_ — 
-—— 
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Minerals and Metals. 


NEW ZEALAND. 








INDUSTRIAL VALUE OF BROWN COALS. 

The Board of Science and Arts have published a Bulletin 
dealing with investigations into New Zealand brown coals. 
There are large deposits of brown coals in certain regions 
of the Dominion, especially in the southern portion of South 
IJand, but deposits of bituminous coals are limited in 
extent. 

The investigations were directed towards two main con- 
siderations: (a) the use of New Zealand brown coals in gas 
producing ; and (b) their low temperature distillation. 

With regard to the use of brown coals in gas producers, 
which is already general, important improvements are 
pointed out—particularly in the direction of more regular 
feeding of the fuel. 

In the distillation of the coals, a return of 4 to8 per cent. 
of tar was found as a result of low temperature distillation, 
which was re-distilled into light oil, middle oil, heavy oil, 
and pitch, and again into seven fractions in the course of 
further purification. 

The brown coal tars differ from those derived from 
bituminous coals in heing lighter than water instead of 
heavier. The resultant coke is distinct from that obtained 
in gas manufacture, as it is not subjected to so high a 
temperature, and still contains comparatively large quanti- 
ties of hydro-carbons. This characteristic, it is stated, should 
produce freer burning, and thus render it more useful as 
a fuel for domestic and other purposes. For these reasons 
it would not be so useful for electro-chemical purposes, for 
which, in any case, the high proportion of ash would reduce 
its value. 

The investigations deal with practically the whole of the 
New Zealand brown coals, including Kaitangata, Nightcaps. 
Homebush, Taupiri, Benhar, Mataura, Christies, Freemans, 
Jubilee, Mt. Somers, Waikaka, Albury and Conical Hill. 





BELGIUM. 





REGULATIONS FOR BOILER CONSTRUCTION. 

H.M. Minister in Brussels has forwarded a copy of a 
Belgian Decree, of 28th March, on the inspection of boilers, 
pudlished in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’’ of the 8rd April. The 
Decree contains full regulations (in French) regarding the 
construction of boilers for use in Belgium, and it may be 
consulted by firms interested on application to the Belgian 
Trade and Reconstruction Section (Department of Overseas 
Trade), India House, Kingsway, W.C. 2. 


PROPOSED EIGHT-HOUR DAY FOR MINES. 

A proposed Bill has been submitted to the Belgian Chamber 
of Representatives for the purpose of regulating the length 
of the working day in mines. 

It is proposed that the length of the normal working dav 
should not exceed eight hours in the twenty-four. In the 
caso of underground workers working in a shift, the eight 
hours are reckoned from the time the first workman leaves 
the surface to the time when the last workman in the shift 
returns to the surface. The time taken to descend must not 
he unreasonable, and that taken to ascend to the surface 
must not exceed it by more than 15 minutes. As regards 
workers above ground, a timekeeper’s office must be 
established at each pit head. 

The normal working day can be reduced by Reval Decree 
as regards workers employed in unhealthy localities. 
especially when the conditions entail excessive heat or 
dampness. This is particularly the rule when the tempera- 
ture exceeds 26 degrees Centigrade. It may be prolonged 
by Roval Decree for half-an-hour under special circum- 
stances in the case of workers above ground. The Bill may 
be suspended in the event of special circumstances not aris- 
Ing from the normal working of mines. 


JAPAN. 


MINING DURING THE WAR 
(From HM. Commercia’ 





Necretay We) 
YOKOHAMA. 
According to the investigations of the Mining Bureau of 
the Department of Agriculture and Commerce, the total 
value of mining products in 1918 was 160 million yen. 
Whereas in 1917 it exceeded 442 million ven. Owing to the 
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MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





war, there has naturally been a considerable increase in 
investments in mines; figures of companies are given as 
r 7S 

follows :— 


Year. No. of Companies. Reg. Capital. Paid up Capital. 
ven. yen. 

1913 281 234,180,000 178,520,000 

1914 313 252,941,000 201 953,000 

L915 33] 255,195,000 205,835,000 

1916 367 299,632,000 225,431,000 

191s 447 438,201 000 303,472,000 


The investment of private owners must have been very 
considerable, as some of the principal mines are in private 
hands. 

Exports AND Imports. 

The exports and imports of mining products show a re- 
markable increase. The imports decreased in 1914 and 1915, 
owing to stoppage from Europe, and increased afterwards 
from importation from America. The following are the 
figures : — 


Year. Exports Imports Total 
yen. ven. yen. 
i913 57,779,000 109,874,000 167,653,000 
1914 58 374,000 84,511,000 142,885,000 
1915 87 ,282 000 80,381,000 167 .663,.000 
1916 151,200,000 175.008 .000 326.208 .000 
1917 209 554,000 307 425,000 516.979.0900 


The following table gives amounts in ven of exportation 
of chief mineral products during 1915-6-7 :— 

1915 1916 
7,707,000 9,476,000 


191s 
8.441.000 


Class 

Antimony 

Brass and Bronze 
(rods. bars, etc.) 


eeerteeeeoetr ee eoeeeee 


1,915,000 8.461.000 26,690,000 


oeeeee 


SERRE ae eee e 19,236.000 20,405,000 26,453,000 
Copper (sheets, plates, 
ete.) 46,144,000 70,009,000 96,287,000 
Mimeral,. Gils  .....sssscs: 349,000 2,895,000 3,142,000 
Ores (Zinc, Schelite, Man- 
ganese, etC.) ......... 1,297,000 = 2,563,000 3,087,000 
SEE? einanunsaixeennein 2,488,000 6,215,000 6,143,000 
BD 8 iad aca esiaian patie ts — 19,250,000 20,947 ,000 


NUMBER OF MINERS. 
Another indication of the activity of mining operations 
is afforded by the considerable increase in number of mining 
workers, as shown in the following table :— 


Year. Collieries. Metal Mines. Various. Total. 

1914 187,118 94,783 12,512 294,413 
1915 186,100 96,826 14,239 297 165 
1916 197 907 139,175 15,420 352,512 
1917 250,144 165,151 18,548 433,848 





MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 





MINING CONCESSIONS. 

A Dahir of the 17th March contains regulations for the 
granting of mining concessions in the Spanish Zone of 
Morocco. 

As regards zones which the Department of Mines decide 
are not the subject of litigation before the Arbitration 
Commission, permits for mineral prospecting and exploita- 
tion referred to in the Mining Regulations of 20th January, 
1914, may be granted without prejudice to third parties 
having better rights. 

As these free zones cannot be definitely determined until 
persons concerned have presented the rectifications to which 
they are entitled in accordance with Article 3 of the Regula- 
tions on Mining Claims, and until the Commission have 
issued their decision, concessions can only be granted con- 
ditionally, and without any right whatsoever to an in- 
demnity. , 

No permits for exploitation can be given before security 
in cash or paper has been deposited at the branch of the 
State Bank of Morocco in Tetuan, the amount of which will 
be fixed in each case by the Ministry of State. 

RECTIFICATION OF CLAIMS. 

A Dahir of 15th April states that the sittings of the 
Commission are now resumed, and in accordance with the 
powers conferred on him by the Dahir of 9th June, 1914. 
the umpire has issued the following decision :— 

That the period in which applicants can rectify their 
applications in accordance with the terms of Art. 3, para. 3, 
of the Dahir of 20th January 1914, is extended to the 
15th July. 1919. 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
[IMPORTATION OF COFTEE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India 
Office, copy of a telegram from the Government of India 
notifving that the prohibition on the importation of coffee 
into British India was removed with effect from 3rd May. 














CANADA. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The following are the principal decisions contained in 
Appraisers’ Bulletin No. 1897, dated 8th April, 1919, which 
has been issued by the Canadian Department of Customs, 
V1Z. :-— 








RaTE OF ImporT DvtTy. 


Tariff Under the Under the Under the 

Item. British Pre- Intermediate | © eneral 
ferential Tariff. Tariff. 
Tariff. 


um _—_ ee 





Automatic anatomie 
articulators for us 
of dentists. 

(Dutiable accord- 
ing to material)... — ~ _— an 

*Die blocks and 
similar hammered 
or forged material 
of steel .. .. 393 | 20° ad val. 274°, ad val. O°, ad val. 

*Formaldehyde 219 (a); 20% __,, 950, DY == 

*Vegetable scoops, 
with tines closed by 
cross bars at outer 


end a ,-| 450 4 | ve 30° | a24°, 





*In addition to these duties, a war tax is leviable under 
the Customs War Revenue Act, 1915, of 5 per cent. ad 
valorem under the Preferential Tariff, and of 74 per cent. 
ad valorem under the Intermediate and General Tariffs. 


The Bulletin also states that second-hand glass bottles 
from the United States having the usual paper trade 
labels pasted thereon are subject to valuation for duty pur- 
poses at the fair market value of new bottles of the same 
size or description at the place of export. less a discount 
of 25 per cent., without being liable to dumping duty. 

Tie following articles are, according to the Bulletin, 
manufactured in commercial quantities in Canada for the 
equipment of ships and vessels : — 

Pipe turn buckles from 4 inch to 2 inches inclusive. 

Pulley blocks, wood or iron, single, double, and triple, 
up to 16 inches in diameter. 

Anchor shackles, screw pin or plain cotter, 3 inch to 
12 inch inclusive (diameter of pins). 





SOUTH-WEST AFRICA. 


INCREASED CUSTOMS DUTIES ON SPIRITS. 


The Official Gazette of the Protectorate of South-West 
Africa of 2lst March. contains copy ot a Proclamation 
dated 24th February, 1919, increasing with effect from that 
date the customs and excise duties on certain spirits. 

The increased customs duties specified in the Proclama- 
tion above referred to are as follows :— 


A 











Import DUTIES. 


Qld Rates. New Rates. 








gs. ¢. a ae 
Spirits :— 
{a) Liqueurs, cordials and mixed 
‘pirits exceeding 3 per eent. of 
proof spirit per imp. gall. 1 4 6 1 11 O 
or 25°, ad ral. or 25°, ad ral. 
whichever duty whichever duty 
is greater. is greater. , 
(bY Oth ex ling ° 
Pp r ( 1% ’ “tr it 
7h ] > MH 110 O 
Phes inc: soc] 4 ties are similar tO those proposed hy 


the Sonth African Minister of Finance on 24th Fehruarv 


———___ 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 
last for operation in the Union of South Africa. Particular. 
of those proposals appeared on page 490 of the *'Journa]” 
of 10th April. 





BRITISH HONDURAS. 
INCREASED EXPORT DUTY ON CHICLE. 


It is provided in Ordinance No. 4 of 1919, that as from 
the 17th March, 1919, the export duty on chicle shall be 3 
cents. per pound. 

Ordinance No. 6 of 1917, under which the previous duty 
of 1} cents per pound was levied, is repealed as from the 
above-mentioned date. 








FOREIGN. 


FRANCE. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The ‘* Journal Officiel”’ (Paris) for the 7th April, contains 
a schedule of decisions of the French Customs Department 
with regard to the classification of certain articles under the 
French Tarifi. Some of these decisions are noted below: — 








To BE CULASSED FoR TARIFF 
PURPOSES AS :-— 
558.— Household wares and al] 
articles of iron, 
not enumerated. 
Note.— The fastenings agsinj. 
lated to screws are small hooks 
not curved. : 
for wrist watches of 460.  sexies—Other  made-yp 
ribbon work or made-up articles in ribbon-work Is 
trimming, with or without trimming, according to kind 
accessories of base metal. . - 
Braces of knitted tissue, with 419, 443, or 
accessories of rubbered tissue, according to kind :—*“other 
trimmings, ete. articles,” or “articles cae 
; mented,”’ as the case may be. 
Combined punching and shear-  525.—Machine Tools, according 
ing machine (punching on one to kind, each machine to 
side, and shearing on _ the count as a single apparatus 
other). . ; 
Cases of decorated paper, en- 
closing a packet of needles 
in a paper envelope. 


ARTICLES. 

U-shaped fastenings or hooks 
of iron or steel, with or with- 
out cardboard discs, for fixing 
telegraph or telephone wires. 


steel, eTC,, 





Bracelets 


459.— Hosiery. 


] — If the envelope is stuck to 
the case or exterior cov: ring : 
case and envelope are con- 
sidered as packing of no com- 
mercial value. 

2.—IJnterior envelope and ex. 
terior case not joined: the 
envelope is considered as of 
no commercial value; _ the 
case is taxed. 

apparatus con- [Tf it is a question of tubes, 

stamped or without welding, 
or of ‘‘ worms’ not con: 
verted into parts or elements of 
the machine, the tubes follow 
their own régime and _ pay 
duty, according to the “ Gene- 
ral” Tariff, if they have heen 
made in a_ non-contracting 
country (even though the 
apparatus may he entitled to 
the “Minimum ” Tariff) uv. 
less the régime of the appar. 
atus itself be less favourable. 
In cases where the tubes are not 
taxable = separately, _ their 
weight is comprised in that of 
the apparatus and they pay 
dutv under the same Tarif 
number as the latter. 
The table oilbox (table-réservoir 
huile) can, at the option of 
the importer, be declared as 
an integral part of the appar- 
atus or be declared separ: 
ately at the rate of duty 
applicable thereto asa” manl- 
facture,’ according to kind. 

Machine tools or other appa- To be subject to the duties 
ratus, furnished with one or pertaining to each unit. 
several water pumps, not | 
being integral parts of the 
apparatus. 


Machines and 
taining tubes. 


Machine tools. 


Dental pastes, Creams an No. 311.—-Perfumerv—according 
liquids containing a minute to kind. Internal tax on the 
auantitv ot saccharine. “ai ‘harine 
| 4 6 ( Phosphores- No. 282 (2 hemical products 

Sulphide of zine.- cent, not otherwise mentiened 

| Other. Sulphide of zine (No. 277). 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 
continued. 





No. 512 6is.—Hydraulic ma- 


«tslemoteurs ” (hydraulic appa- 
chines, according to class. 


ratus for controlling ship’s 
steering gear). 

tissues Of cotton, with parts 
perforated (open-woven) by 
quxiliary mechanism but with- 
out gauze spots {pornts de 


Tissues of cotton, figured. 


gaze). 

fa) This product, which from oa 
yanufacture, is capable of being used for making objects lumi- 
jus, such as the dials of watches, compasses, ete The 
qlue is much higher than that of the industrial sulphide. 


results special form of 


JAPAN (Corea). 
SUGAR CONSUMPTION TAN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Gfice, of translation of the new Corean Sugar Consumption 
fax Ordinance, dated the 24th March, which took effect on 
the lst April. 

The tax is levied on sugar, molasses and syrup, as follows: 

[Note.—The yen=2s. 04d. at par; 100 kin=182-277 tb.] 

Articles. Rate of Tax. 
Yen. 
Per 100 kin. 
Sugar under No. 11 Dutch standard: 








Sugar : — 
Class No. 1. 


(a) Black sugar in barrels ..................sseeeees: 1-00 
(b) Sugar of lower grade than white (shiroshi- 
tato) in barrels, excepting, however, centri- 
fugalled sugar (bunmitsu), the product 
obtained by subjecting sugar, other than 
‘* shiroshitato,’’ to some manufacturing 
process and the product obtained by manu- 
facture wholly or partly by modern style 
EE” ic emeinharERisciaantennneKsanerkes 1-25 
EE isis tilbichicichtnheniinaiiataconntentenaniness .. 1:60 
(lass No. 2. Sugar under No. 15 Dutch standard... 2°50 
Class No. 3. Sugar under No. [8 Dutch standard... 3°50 
Class No. 4. Sugar under No. 21 Dutch standard... 4-00 
Class No. 5. Sugar of and above No. 21 Dutch 


CE | Sih isiniirneleaiinindwianccennninsnsaraaesess 4-50 
Class No. 6. Sugar candy, cube sugar, lump sugar, 


and other similar varieties .:................... 5°00 
Molasses : — 
Class No. 1. Molasses produced in the manufacture 
of sugar candy: 
(a) Molasses of which the weight obtained by 
calculating the sugar content as cane sugar 
does not exceed 70 per cent. ot the total 
GEE: terinttannpesensensasenntsrinrnancscenianenies aw 3 
(b) All other—on the actual weight of cane 
I ID * siincdinnicincdcencesevad doenbernens 4°50 
Class No. 2. All other molasses: 
(a) Molasses of which the weight obtained by 
reckoning the sugar content as cane sugar 
does not exceed 60 per cent .of the total 
RED "shud iactcaainiiidib aii ainnoniabanieiteaiaeaniie’ 1-00 
RE | eslininiiivisinieeniniasandubeeunniibknenatieei 1-50 
4-00 


Syrup 

The Consumption Tax is to be paid at the time of taking 
over sugar, molasses or svrup from a factory or bonded 
zone by the person taking it over. 

The collection of the Consumption Tax may be postponed 
for not more than three months when security equivalent 
to the amount of the tax has been tendered. 

As determined by the Governor-General, the tax may be 
remitted on sugar, molasses, or syrup exported to foreign 
countries or Japan. The same applies to sugar, molasses 
or syrup for use in the manufacture of articles to be specified 
by the Governor-General. 

The tax may also be remitted on molasses subjected to 
processes which render it unfit for human consumption. 


eeeeeeeeeeer eee eeere ee eee eeeaeeaeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 





PORTUGAL. 


STAMP DUTY ON IMPORTED CIGARS AND 
CIGARETTES. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of information from H.M. Minister at Lisbon to the 
etfect that by a Decree (No. 5,424) published in the ‘Diario 
do Governo”’ for the 22nd April, a surcharge on foreign 
cigarettes and cigars imported into Portugal is imposed as 
lollows : — 





Rate of Surtay. 


Escudos. Cts. 

Cigarettes—per packet ..................65. 0 02 
Cigars—per box: 

Value up to 3 escudos per box ......... 0 10 

Value exceeding 3 escudos per box ... 0 20 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— 


continued. 





The above surcharges are to be collected by means of 
revenue stamps atixed to the packages cleared at the 
(‘ustom houses. 


PROPOSED TARIFE CHANGES. 


- eee. 


NETHERLANDS. 


PROPOSED ENPENSION OF BONDED 
WARKHOUSE SYSTEM, 

The Board of Prade are in receipt, through thie boreign 
Ollice, of a translation of a Bill to amplify the legal pro- 
visions at present in force in the Netherlands respecting 
Bonded Warehouses. This Bill gives the Government the 
right to lay down provisions by which it shall be possible for 
imported goods to be worked up into other goods in bonded 
warehouses (entrepdts) or in or on localities and grounds to 
be assimilated to such bonded warehouses and which can be 
closed. 

The removal trom such a bonded warehouse of goods, 
whether worked up or not worked up, destined to remain in 
Holland, shall be assimilated to importation direct from 
abroad as regards the imposition of duties. 

It is stated in an explanatory Memorandum appended to 
the Bill that the Netherland export industry, in view of the 
keen competition experienced, is pressing even more strongly 
for exemption from import and excise duties for various 
raw materials which are intended to be worked up into 
products for export. For example, the clothing and 
chemical industries have requested exemption for dry goods, 
fragrant substances, oils, etc. The raw materials in these 
industries being entirely transformed, the exemption asked 
for can only be granted by changing ihe factories and work- 
shops into bonded warehouses (enfrepots), where raw 
materials can enter free of duty, be worked up, and re- 
exported. 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 
AND SILVER 








ENPORT OF SLLVER BULLION 
COIN. 

The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) 
announce that licences will now be granted freely for the 
export of silver bullion and silver coin of foreign mintage. 
Licences will not, as a general rule, be granted for the 
export of British Silver coin. 

EXPORT OF FOODSTUFFS TO SCANDINAVIA 

AND HOLLAND. 

The Board of Trade announce that foodstuffs (including 
raw materials for the manufacture of foodstuffs) may now 
be exported to Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Holland, 
without the intervention of official consignees. Licences for 
foodstuffs on Lists A and B will therefore, where home 
supplies permit, be issued providing for consignment direct 
to the purchaser. As regards foodstuffs on List C, an open 
general licence has been issued permitting export to be 
made direct toe the consignee without the production of 
individual guarantees against re-export. Shipping bills 
(or specifications) in respect of such goods need theretore 
no longer be produced to the Export Licence Department 
to be stamped ‘‘approved’’ before production to H.M. 
Customs. For the purpose of this notice the term ‘‘food 
stuffs’? should be regarded as including spices and beverages. 





CERTAIN LEATHER BKXNPORTS. 

The Board of Trade announce that an open general licence 
has been issued for the export of the undermentioned forms 
of leather to all destinations, except those destinations to 
which goods on List © are prohibited from export :— 

Sole bends of English tannage of 14 lb. and upwards. 

Sole bends of 12 lb. and upwards produced from buffalo 
hides. 

Offal, z.e., bellies, shoulders, heads and tails, rough, 
struck, and dressed. 

All leather produced in and imported from British 
Dominions, Possessions and Protectorates. 

Shipments under the open general licence may be made 
without application to the Export Licence Department. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE—continued. 





EXPORTS OF CARTRIDGES, CHARGES, ETC. 

With reference to the announcement on page 626 of the 
‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’ of the 8th instant, the Board 
of Trade (Export Licence Department) announce that a 
further open general licence has been issued for the export 
of Cartridges, Charges, etc., and Industrial Explosives to 
certain additional destinations. The complete list of destina- 
tions to which shipment may now be made without applica- 
tions for specific export licences is as follows :— 

British Possessions and Protectorates; French Pos- 
sessions and  Protectorates; United States ci 
America; South America; Africa; Japan and Corea; 
Asiatic Russia; France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal. 
Greece, Italy Serbia. 

The issue of this licence does not relieve exporters from 
the necessity of obtaining permits from the country ol 
destination in cases where local regulations render such a 
course necessary. 





TRANSHIPMENT OF GOODS IN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 

The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) an- 
nounce that goods of any description (other than foodstutffs 
from Europe destined for extra-EKuropean destinations) may 
be brought to this country for transhipment to any destina- 
tion to which exports are ordinarily allowed, provided that 
in the case of any goods on Sections ‘‘ A’? or **B”’ of the 
list of prohibited exports the Bills of Lading clearly shew 
that the goods were intended for transhipment before they 
left the country of origin, or that other satisfactory evidence 
to that effect is produced to the Export Licence Department. 
lf these conditions are observed, it will, therefore, in tuture 
be unnecessary to obtain the provisional approval of that 
department betore bringing goods to this country for tran- 
shipment. In the case of goods destined for the border 
neutral countries in Europe, the goods must be consigned to 
the approved Import Associations in accordance with the 
regulations for the time being in force in respect of direct 
exports from the United Kingdom. 

Applications for transhipment permits should in all cases 
sul be made on the form $8.90 to the Customs authorities 
at the port of arrival; and as regards any goods on Sections 
“A” or “ B” of the list of prohibited exports, the Bills 
of Lading, if available, should accompany the $8.90 form. 


RECONSTRUCTION SECTION. 
NON-FERROUS MATERIALS: STOCKS 


The following particulars are published of the stocks (ex- 
clusive of old metal and scrap) in this country in possession 
oi the Minister of Munitions on Ist May, 1919:- 

Tons. 
51,130 
26,912 


7,057 








(‘opper 
Spelter, G.O.B. 
Spelter, refined 


RE a ee ne 11,542 
Soft pig Eee ere 109,012 
ar a easing 2 567 
Antimony regulus 4.461 





ORDERS CANCELLED. 


MOTOR SPIRIT AND LAMP OIL (MANIMUM 
RETAIL PRICES) ORDER. 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (WHOLESALE PRICES) 
ORDER. 

The Board of Trade give notice that the Motor Spirit and 
Lamp Oil (Maximum Retail Prices) Order, 1918, and the 
Petroleum Products (Wholesale Prices) Order, 1919, ceased 

to have effect as from the 7th May, 1919. 








SILVER BULLION (MANIMUM PRICE). 

The Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, in 
pursuance of the powers conferred upon them by Regula- 
tion 30KEE of the Defence of the Realm Regulations, hereby 
make the following Order : — 

As from the date of this Order (8th May) the Order 91f 
the 25th March, 1919, fixing a maximum price for silver 
bullion in the United Kingdom at such price as is equivalent 
at the current rate of exchange to 95 cents per standard 
ounce (°925 fine) is revoked. 


FOOD SECTION. 
RESTRICTIONS REMOVED. 


The Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies give notice that 
the restrictions imposed by the Directions dated 12th 
December, 1918, shall on and after 12th May, 1919, cease 
to have effect in so far as the said Directions relate to the 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continueg 





following cereal flours and meals, namely, flours and mea) 
made from oats and maize, i.¢., oat-flour, oatmeal, rolleq 
vats, flaked oats, maize flour, maize meal, maize flakes 
maize semolina, hominy, cerealine, and other like product 
of oats and maize. | 

The Directions of December, 1918, made notification 
obligatory of all imports of a quantity of five tons and 
upwards, and these imports could only be dealt with jp 
such a manner as the Royal Commission on Wheat Supplies 
shonld direct. : . 


GENERAL SECTION. 
NON-FERROUS METALS INDUSTRY ACT. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, Syb. 
Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 1918 
and No. 11 of the Statutory Rules and Orders, No. 265 oj 
1915, Non-Ferrous Metal Industry, that licences under the 
Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act have been granted by the 
Board of Trade to the undermentioned companies, firms or 
individuals : — 

Central Chili Copper Co., Ltd., 15, Angel Court, Throg- 

morton Street, E.C. 2. 
lortherby and Co., Anchor Foundry, Wakefield. 

Melling, John Frederick, 11, Victoria Street, Westminster. 





Sheffield, William Arthur, Lea House, Ware Road. 
Hoddesdon, Herts. 
SECOND ALLOCATION OF WOOL FOR 


OUTRIGHT PURCHASE. 

The Ministry of Munitions (Wool Section) announces that 
it has been decided to make a second allocation of Wool 
for outright purchase at fixed issue prices, during the month 
of June. Whereas on the previous occasion the allocation 
was confined to ‘Topmakers and Spinner-Combers, who, 
during the period of control have been working under the 
Department’s Topmaking Scheme, it is now intended to 
extend these facilities to other Spinners, or their approved 
Buying Agents. 

In order to facilitate the work in connection with the 
allotment of these Wools on arrival at port, applications 
based on one month’s consumption are now invited, and 
must be in the possession of the Assistant Controller of Wool 
Supplies, Dominion House, Bradford, vot later than 24th 
May next. On receipt, these will be scrutinised, and, if 
necessary, adjusted to conform with legitimate require 
ments, and in accordance with the total quantities available 
at the time of distribution. 

It is expected that the arrivals will permit of a further 
similar allocation being arranged for July. 


ESTIMATE OF AUSTRALASIAN STOCKS. 
The following estimate of the stock of Wool in Australia 
and New Zealand at 30th September, 1919, is supplied by 
ee of Raw Materials for the information of the 
trade :— 





. AUSTRALIA. 
Wool awaiting shipment at 31st March, 1919. 














Bales. Bales. 
916-17 Clip. ....... iad: eaabiahapeniuan Nil. 
CEE. Sires nianlnceadinianenaiinusdbouales 180,348 
EE nischuvaveinncudaiimnscineuimiinnets 1,184,998 
INLS-19 Clip to be appraised .............. 266,840 
1,632,186 
NEW ZEALAND. 
Wool awaiting shipment at 28th 
February, 1919. 
ME | icivnvintanuventinedcemeanawecnenneins ‘V7 
ETE.“ idvanicivndsacchuescstankenneteds 150,470 
BS) os UO © | 306,175 
MIEN. ta ntcnctatnanvamesacbdarckenpedankes 117,451 
Po be appraised wésislgeiatiden “aesbdaie 102,396 
676,509 
Less shipments during March ........... 165,669 
511,440 
2,143,626 
Shipments at 225,000 bales per month, April to 
September inclusive (six months) ................. 1,350,000 
Kistimated stock remaining in Australia and New 
Zealand at 30th September, 1919 .................. 793,626 


The above estimate is made on the following assumptions: 

(1) That no part of the 1919-20 Clip is appraised before 
30th September. 

(2) That the total Clips this year will amount in Australia 
to 2,000,000 bales, and in New Zealand to 600,000 
bales. 

(3) That 100,000 bales will be retained for domestic con- 
sumption in the Commonwealth and Dominion. 


—— 
— 
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earlier _—_— 


|-Food, Drink, and Tobacco— 
A. Grain and Flour ... 
B. Meat, including Animals for Food 
c Other Food and Drink : 
(1) Non-dutiable 
(2) Dutiable 
PD. Tobacco ; 


Total, Class I. 


l—-Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Un- 
manufactured— 

A. Coal, Coke, and Manufactured Fuel 

B. Iron Ore, Scrap Iron and Steel 

C. Other Metallic Ores 

D. Wood and Timber , 

E. Cotton .. 

F. Wool .. 

G. Other Textile “Materials sa 

H. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, 

I. Hides and Undressed Skins 

J. Paper-making Materials .. 

K Miscellaneous ; 


and Gums 
Total, Class II. - 


[l—Articles Wholly or Mainly sanarneenned-- 
A. Iron and Steel and Manufactures thereof 
B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof . 
(. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements (except Machine 
Tools), and Instruments 
D. Electrical Goods and Apparatus (other 
Machinery and Uninsulated Wire) 
E. Machinery ‘ o 
F. Ships (new). - - 
G. Manufactures of Wood and Timber (including 
Furniture) ‘ os iia 
H. Yarns and Textile Fabrics : 
(1) Cotton : on 
(2) Wool 
(3) Silk 
(4) Other Materials 
I, Apparel 
J. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 
K. Leather and Manufactures thereof (including 
Gloves, but excluding Boots and — 
L. Earthenware and Glass 
. Paper ‘“ 
N. Railway Carriages and Trucks (not of Iron) ; 
Motor Cars, Cycles, Carts, &c. “a os 


0. Miscellaneous 


than 


Total, Class ITT. 


V.—Miscellaneous and Unclassified 


(including 
Parcel Post) v4 ie 


TOTAL 


latest sale value of such goods. 


known as the ‘‘free on board’’ values. 





The following table shows the value of the external trade in April, 


Imports (Value C.I.F.*). 


Commercial Returns. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN APRIL, 1919. 


Od 


1919, compared with particulars for a year 


Month ended 30th April. 


Exports Value €. 0. B. t). 


“ Bieeeemen AND 
MANUFACTURES OF THE 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 





























*The values of the Imports represent the cost, insurance, and freight ; 




















Untrep Krinapomo. MERCHANDISE. 
1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
£ £ ¢ £ £ £ 
16,064,148 8,225,305 39,079 ent, 658 17,103 350,249 
21,531,601 15,176,048 7,239 _ 70,576 15,32 3,224,762 
12,561,453 11,281,857 acaied 2... 69,015 —-1,022,144 
8,984,826 15,044,181 J, 986979 1,836,517 82,877 519,691 
418,759 3,244,589 296,973 306,369 3.776 51,405 
59,560,790 52,971,980 | 1,006,266 2,835,120 “188,092 5,168,251 
— 3,918,298 5.366.768 _ én 
1,000,482 875,924 10,151 93,392 on ne 
1,408,654 1,389,297 489 131) 32,379 16,619 
2,718,018 2,739,857 97,115 67,595 | 42,189 23,105 
10,567,427 10,549,749 wwe am aos 863,024 
5,096,583 9,764,934 105,383 357,397 | 58,137 | «592,728 
808,045 1,579,183 4,158 11,042 110,566 423.004 
7.577.344 6,610,205 227,995 733.319 © 79,254 804,918 
1,171,270 2,642,822 203,134 163,247 262,644 | 437,987 
805,085 _—‘1,040,619 25,369 56,998 | a | aa 
2.488.456 | 5,172,252 123,144 284,742 425,251} 3,307,076 
34,641,364 42,355,842 | 4,715,236 7,065,811 | 1,010,420 «6,468,461 
744,858 410,831] 3,095,709 5,086,963 = -98,492,-—«157,708 
5,362,342 | 2,711,799 827, 516 | 959,676 | 161,580 162,203 
487,497 659,618 321,715 640,970 | 35,209 38,494 
64,645 132,664 145,244 | 366,998 2,888 4,658 
754.157 ~—«21,094,368] 1,308,096 —-2,010,858 14,309 47,325 
250 8,100 148,771 | 3,999 | a 
F 4 | 
376,603 447,588 48,847 | 61,511 | 9,168 | 13,406 
t 
256,561 433,421 | 15,801,783 | 18,973,642 | 36,749 72,509 
9,044 85,891 | 3,269,147 | 7,354,550 | 3,989 | 57,534 
1,231,957 2,209,232 147,998 316,451 | «113,729 | 147,051 
514,728 857,267 843,386 | 1,423,504 | 38,706 | 116,679 
92,861 226,029 594,246 | 1,200,777 | 2,544 17,830 
2,941,778 1,365,163 | ‘1,730,344! 2,731,082 ~—S:179,570 | 368,969 
570,656 | ‘1,711,258 131,057 | 493,681 | 6,967 | 46,589 
10,578. —«:121,728 983.384 402,842. 2,944 807 
497,050 707,194 236,880 333,899 2,801. 4,447 
500,658 533, 186 541,521 730,733 _ 10,261 | 25,324 
10,361,253 | 2,664,519] 3,238,453, 4,720,169 | 222,248 | 427,799 
24,777,476 16,379,859 | 32,714,097 | 47,812,205 | 942,154 | 1,709,332 
| ' 
901,413 503,066 | 1,635,867 769,113 | 181 577 
119,881,043 | 112,210,747 | 40,071,466 | 58,482,249 2,140.847 | 13,346,621 


or, when goods are consigned for sale the 


tThe values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are 














































































COMMERCIAL RETURNS 





COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 19 weeks ended 8th May, 1919: - 

















Week 1” Weeks Week lo Weekes 
ended ended ended ended 
—_——- ~th Miy, Sth Mav, Sth May, ~th May. 
1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American ons £40 931,004 B85 4,276 
Brazilian -_ te , 7.605 a sans 
East Indian .. se 2 Ol? 44,08] 78 9,743 
Egyptian - ps 7,874 173,515 2.705 13,942 
Miscellaneous.. ‘a 13,198* 68,4424 6 460 
Total .. 27,992 1,225,547 3,954 28,421 


Including 608 bales British West African and 372 bales 
Foreign Kast African. 

tinecluding 3,573 bales British West Indian, 2,792 bales 
British West sen ag {216 bales British Kast African, and 
2 323 bales Foreign est African. 





a 


CORN PRICES. 

Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushel Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 10th 
May, 1919, and corre es weeks of the seven previous 
vears, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 





Wheat. Barley.| Oats 








s. d. s. d. | Bs. d. 
Week ended 10th May, 1919... 73 2 63 i | 47 5 
( ns week in— | 
1912. o° _ .-| of 8 ol 2 23 7 
1913... - i --| 3210 25 4 19 9 
1914... - ‘ ie | 26 ; 18 1] 
1915. nie - --| 61 7 34 32 6 
1916... _ -_ ..| 55 5 53. 5 331 
1917. - -_ ..| 78 O 64 11 55 2 
1918... - ow a we S 6 6 47 6 





*Section 8 of the Corn pre-e Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local nosy of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Tmperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat. fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every 
bushel of oats. 


— —_-—- 


FISHERY STATISTICS FOR MARCH, 1919, 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of 
fish landed on the English and Welsh, Scotch and Irish 
coasts during the month of March, 1919, as compared with 
1918: -— 


— 


Month of March. 























1918. 1919. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value 
Eegiand and Wales— ewt. £ cwt £ 
Fish, aes ~— fish 214,524 1,072,136 $83,462 1,262,730 
Shell - - — 28,589 — 37,601 
Total value .. - — 1,100,725 o= 1,300,331 
Seetian . 
Fish, a shell fish 332,900 70%,974 218,925 483,987 
Shell fish .. — 4,962 — 4,918 
Total value .. 2 a 711,936 — 48.905 
weiand— 
Fish, excluding shell fish 17,968 44,419 12,258 27,810 
ell fish .. 7 - —_- 584 | — 206 
Total value .. ay" — 15,003 — 21,116 


Notg.—The above figures are subject to correction én the annual returns. 

In addition, 19.460 ewt., valued at £56,313, were reported 
to have been landed at English and Welsh ports by Belgian 
fishing vessels during the month. 
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COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED, 





The tollowing is a list of the more important Colonia} 


oficial Publications on Trade and other subjects, recently 
received and filed for reference at the Department of Over. 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence), which are avail. 
able for inspection at the Offices of the Department. 73. 


Basinghall Street, London, EK.C. 2 


COLONIAL. 
British India. ; 


Report on the Rail and River Borne Trade of the Province of & 
British Baluchistan for 1917-18. a 

Wheat Prices in India. Return showing the Wholesale and Retai 
Prices of Wheat in India from the Second Half of July, 1914, to : 
First Half of February, 1919. Issued by the Department. of Statistics 
India. No, 851. 12th March, 1919. 


the 





Commonwealth of Australia. 


Advisory Council of Science and Industry. Bulletin No. 11. 
Paper-Pulp: Possibilities of its Manufacture in Australia. 


South Australia. 


Expenditure from Loans, 1917-18. No. 6. 
Loan Estimates, 1918-19. No. 11. 
Assessed Unimproved Value of Land, Land Tax, etc., Return. No % 
Report of the Resolutions, Proceedings and Dehates of the Treasurer's 
Conference held at Melbourne, January, 1918. No. 48. : 
Statistical Record of the Legislature. No. 54 
Annual Report of the Public Library, ete. 
report from the Select Committee of the Legislative Council on the 
Settlement of Soldiers and “oe ‘eee Department, together with 
the Minutes of Evidence. No. 81. 
Dept. of Lands and Survey. a Report 1917-18. No. 10. 
Marine Board Report for the Year 1917. No. 76 
Statement of the Receipts and Disbursements of South Australia for 
the Quarter ended 30th September, 1918. No. 17 
Loan Estimates, 1918-19. 
Proposed Harbour Improvements, Port Adelaide. Report and Plan. 
Report from the Public Works Department (Including Railw: \yS) for the 
Year ended June 30th, 1918, 
Return of Work Executed in the Governn-ent Printing and Stationery 
Offices, Adelaide, during the year ended 30th June, 1918. 
Royal Commission on Water Supply. 
Sixth Progress Report. Spring Creek and Mount Remarkable Scheme. 
With Appendices, Maps, ete. 
Seventh Progress Report. The Rating System. With Appendices and 
Diagram. 


South Africa. 


Union of South Africa. Report of the Director of Irrigation for year 
ending 31st March, 1918. 
Second Report of the Select Committce on Native Affairs. 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 





“Directory oF Parer Makers”? (Marchant Singer and Co., 
London. Price 2s. 6d., post free; 2s. 9d. Abroad). The 
1919 Edition of this Directory comprises lists of paper 
makers, mills, ete., in the United Kingdom, under all 
the various trade headings; lists of trade designations 
(water marks and trade names); particulars of paper 
trade customs, ete. 


“Wat Brazin Buys Aanp Seurs.’’--Issued (in English) by 
the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and 
Commerce, it is the purpose of this publication to 
indicate to commercial and financial interests the things 
which Brazil requires for its development, and to show 
what that country has to give in exchange for its re- 
quirements. The book contains useful commercial infor- 
mation, practical suggestions to exporters to Brazil, 
examples of Brazilian Customs methods (with specimen 
Consular invoice), and details of methods and practices 
in the Brazilian market. Particulars of legislation for 
encouraging the caustic soda, tron and_ steel, coal 
mining, rubber, etc., industries, in Brazil are included. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the “Board of Trade Journal’ is 6d. (644. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 


post jree. 


The Editorial Offices are at.7, Whitehall Gardens, Londen, 
S.W.1. All editerial communications should be addressed 
tH “The Editor.”’ 


The Publishers (40 whom should be addressed all commani- 
cations concerning: subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
1V.C.2, or branches (see Cover). 
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